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Clinical Research Conference

Overview 
This conference features more than 20 oral research presentations,  
50 poster presentations and a dozen research workshops. 

The goal of this conference is to disseminate research findings and evidence-based information to 

clinicians who will use the new knowledge to replicate studies, translate findings to improve patient 

care quality, safety and outcomes, and to improve evidence-based infrastructure and processes. The 

focus is on building a capacity for scientific inquiry among attendees. The conference will feature 

presentations by and for clinical and academic attendees, with time allotted between sessions 

for formal and informal networking. To enhance knowledge related to methodological issues, 

the conference will feature 12 workshops (basic and advanced) presented by content experts 

(statisticians, editors, writers and researchers). Attendees can select up to four workshops.

Conference Objectives 
1.   Provide a forum for research collaboration and partnerships between clinicians (nurses and 

non-nurses) at various institutions (clinical and academic). 

2.   Share results of clinical research studies that will foster a culture of inquiry that will lead to 

implementation science and foster delivery of care based on best-practice evidence. 

3.   Increase knowledge of methodological concerns related to research planning and 

implementation through expert-led methodology workshops. 

4.   Enhance attendees’ knowledge of research processes and clinical research through 

discussion, networking and expert-led workshops. 

Our target audience includes healthcare practitioners (nurses and non-nurses) who are clinically 

active or engaged in clinical research that improves clinical outcomes or enhances patient 

adherence to self-care. Who Should Attend? 

1.   All healthcare professionals.

2.   Students in the healthcare professions.

3.   Magnet® and Journey to Magnet Excellence® Program coordinators.

4.   Academic faculty.

Day One | April 29, 2019

7:00 A.M.   REGISTRATION, BREAKFAST AND POSTER SET UP

8:00 A.M.   OPENING REMARKS

   Sandra L. Siedlecki, PhD, RN, APRN-CNS, Senior Nurse Scientist, Cleveland Clinic, and 

Conference Co-Chair

   Nancy M. Albert, PhD, RN, CCNS, CCRN, NE-BC, FAHA, FCCM, FHFSA, FAAN, Associate 

Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic

   K. Kelly Hancock, DNP, RN, NE-BC, Executive Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic 

health system, and Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic main campus

8:45 A.M.   KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

My Interprofessional Research Journey: Sensory Impairment to Robotics 
Pamela Z. Cacchione, PhD, CRNP, BC, FGSA, FAAN, University of Pennsylvania School of 

Nursing and Penn Presbyterian Medical Center

9:45 A.M.   POSTER VIEWING AND REFRESHMENTS

10:30 A.M.   BREAKOUT SESSIONS

   1 –  Bio-Behavioral Research: The Basics  

Lisa Boss, PhD, RN, ACNS-BC, CEN, Assistant Professor, The University of Texas 

Health Center, and Licia Clowtis, PhD, RN, Nurse Scientist, Cleveland Clinic

   2 –   Assessing Critical Aspects of a Research Study 

Andrea Jennings, PhD, MSN, MEd, RN, Senior Nurse Researcher, Cleveland Veterans 

Affairs Medical Center

   3 –   Making the Case for Case Studies 

Sandra L. Siedlecki, PhD, RN, APRN-CNS, Senior Nurse Scientist, Cleveland Clinic; 

Marc Incitti, MS, CCRN-CMC, CEN, Medical Student, Geisinger Commonwealth School 

of Medicine; Rebecca Cesa, MSN, RN, CNP, Cleveland Clinic, and Kimberly Slocombe, 

MSN, RN, CNP, Cleveland Clinic

11:45 A.M.   RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS – AGENDA PROVIDED AT MEETING; X6

1:00 P.M.   LUNCH, NETWORKING AND POSTER VIEWING

2:00 P.M.    BREAKOUT SESSIONS

   4 –  Content Analysis: Where Quantitative & Qualitative Research Meet  

Christian N. Burchill, PhD, MSN, RN, CEN, Nurse Scientist II, Cleveland Clinic

   5 –  Why and How to Develop a New Instrument  

Sharon Oetker-Black, PhD, RN, JD, FAAN, Professor and Director of Nursing Research, 

Byers School of Nursing, Walsh University

   6 –   Ensuring Rigor of Research Projects: Trusting Your Results and Getting Published  

Nancy M. Albert, PhD, RN, CCNS, CHFN, NE-BC, FAHA, FCCM, FHFSA, FAAN, 

Associate Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic

  3:15 P.M.   RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS – AGENDA PROVIDED AT MEETING; X6

  4:30 P.M.  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS;  ADJOURNMENT

Office of Nursing Research and Innovation 

Nancy M. Albert, PhD, CCNS, CHFN, CCRN, 

NE-BC, FAHA, FCCM, FHFSA, FAAN  

Associate Chief Nursing Officer

Licia Clowtis, PhD, RN, Nurse Scientist I

Christian N. Burchill, PhD, MSN, RN, CEN 

Nurse Scientist II, Co-Chair of Nursing  

Research Conference

Sandra L. Siedlecki, PhD, RN, APRN-CNS 

Senior Nurse Scientist, Co-Chair of Nursing 

Research Conference

Lee Anne Siegmund, PhD, RN, CEP  

Nurse Scientist I

Day Two | April 30, 2019

7:00 A.M.   REGISTRATION, BREAKFAST AND POSTER SET UP

8:00 A.M.   OPENING REMARKS

   Sandra L. Siedlecki, PhD, RN, APRN-CNS, Senior Nurse Scientist, Cleveland Clinic, and 

Conference Co-Chair

   Nancy Albert, PhD, RN, CCNS, CCRN, NE-BC, FAHA, FCCM, FHFSA, FAAN, Associate 

Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic

   Mary Beth Thoburn, MBA, BSN, RN, NEA-BC, Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic 

Fairview Hospital

8:30 A.M.   KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

The Privilege and Responsibility of Clinical Research 
Rita H. Pickler, PhD, RN, FAAN, The Ohio State University College of Nursing

9:30 A.M.   POSTER VIEWING AND REFRESHMENTS

10:30 A.M.   BREAKOUT SESSIONS

   7 –  Responding to Peer Reviewer Feedback: Tips from an Editor 

Jacqueline K. Owens, PhD, RN, CNE, Associate Professor of Nursing and Director,  

RN to BSN Program, Ashland University

   8 –  Nursing Ethics Research: Three Lessons from Moral Distress Research  

Georgina Morley, PhD (Bioethics), MSc, RN (UK), Nursing Ethics Fellow, Center for 

Bioethics, Cleveland Clinic

   9 –  Reading a Forest Plot: Understanding Meta-Analyses  

Nancy M. Albert, PhD, RN, CCNS, CHFN, NE-BC, FAHA, FCCM, FHFSA, FAAN, 

Associate Chief Nursing Officer, Cleveland Clinic

11:45 A.M.   RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS – AGENDA PROVIDED AT MEETING; X6

1:00 P.M.   LUNCH, NETWORKING AND POSTER VIEWING

2:00 P.M.   BREAKOUT SESSIONS

   10 –   Predatory Publications and Conferences: Buyer Beware 

Sandra. L. Siedlecki, PhD, RN, APRN-CNS, Senior Nurse Scientist, Cleveland Clinic

   11 –   The Intersection between Research and Innovation 

Lee Anne Siegmund, PhD, RN, ACSM-CEP, Nurse Scientist I, Cleveland Clinic

   12 –   Cognitive Interviewing: Understanding How People Respond to Surveys 

Christian N. Burchill, PhD, MSN, RN, CEN, Nurse Scientist II, Cleveland Clinic

3:15 P.M.   RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS – AGENDA PROVIDED AT MEETING; X6

4:30 P.M.   AWARDS AND CONCLUSION
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Location:  
Marriott Cleveland East 

26300 Harvard Road 

Warrensville Heights, Ohio 44122

Cleveland, Ohio is a great place to visit in the spring. It is home to the Rock & Roll Hall of 

Fame, museums and galleries, and many restaurants. Enjoy a trip downtown, visit the casino 

or wander along the shores of Lake Erie. There is ample free parking available at the Marriott.

For Hotel Reservations: Call 216.378.9191, or 800.533.0162.  
Room Rate: $149 per night (single occupancy). Limited availability — reserve your room 

early. Prices are subject to change without notice.

Conference Registration:  
Register at clevelandclinic.org/nursingresearch

Conference 

Fees

Early bird rate by 

March 25, 2019*

Rates after 

March 25*

Non-Presenters One day $175 
(Indicate which day you 
will be attending.)

Two Days $300 

Poster/Oral Presenter 
Attendees

Poster and oral presenter attendees must attend both 
days to receive the discount; $250

*Cleveland Clinic Employee Discount Available

 

Accreditation: 
Nursing contact hours will be awarded. 

Cleveland Clinic Enterprise is accredited with distinction as a provider of continuing nursing 

education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

Sponsored by Cleveland Clinic Stanley Shalom  
Zielony Institute for Nursing Excellence

Keynote Speakers
Pamela Z. Cacchione, PhD, CRNP, BC, FGSA, FAAN, is the Ralston House 

Term Chair in Gerontological Nursing, an Associate Professor of Geropsychiatric 

Nursing at the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing, and a Penn 

Nursing Center for Health Care Innovation Fellow. Dr. Cacchione received her 

BSN from Villanova University College of Nursing, her MSN as a Gerontological 

Nurse Practitioner from Marymount University School of Nursing, and her 

PhD from Saint Louis University School of Nursing. She completed a National 

Institute of Nursing Research-funded postdoctoral research fellowship at The 

University of Iowa College of Nursing focused on delirium in sensory-impaired, 

rural older adults in long-term care. Dr. Cacchione has worked as Gerontological 

Nurse Practitioner at a PACE program and is currently a nurse scientist at 

Penn Presbyterian Medical Center. Her program of research has evolved from 

an exploration of sensory impairment in older adults to the usability and 

acceptability of technology (robotics) among older adults. Dr. Cacchione serves 

on the editorial boards of the Journal of Gerontological Nursing and Research 

in Gerontological Nursing and she is Editor of Clinical Nursing Research, An 

International Journal. Dr. Cacchione has been honored for her accomplishments 

and inducted as a fellow in the Gerontological Society of America and the 

American Academy of Nursing.

Rita H. Pickler, PhD, RN, FAAN, is The FloAnn Sours Eaton Professor of 

Child and Adolescent Health and Director of the PhD and MS in Nursing 

Science Programs at The Ohio State University College of Nursing. She is also 

a Contingent Nurse Scientist at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. She received 

her BS and MS in Nursing from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

and her PhD from the University of Virginia. She also holds a post-master’s 

certificate as a pediatric nurse practitioner from Virginia Commonwealth 

University. Dr. Pickler has been studying the care of preterm infants since 1980 

and preterm infant feeding care since 1990. Since 2001 her work has included 

measurement of neurodevelopmental outcomes associated with feeding care, 

and particularly with oral feeding. She has been continuously funded by the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) for her research for 18 years, currently 

serving on the National Advisory Council for Nursing Research at the NIH. She 

has been teaching and mentoring nurses and nursing students since 1981 and 

is committed to preparing the next generation of scientists who are interested 

in improving health outcomes for those most in need. She is passionate about 

good science and its implementation in clinical practice. She has been honored 

for her research accomplishments in many ways, including induction into the 

American Academy of Nursing and the Sigma Theta Tau International Nurse 

Researcher Hall of Fame.
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