
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital’s chapel renovation 
is complete, and patients and visitors are enjoying its 
full accessibility and new seating, lighting, flooring 
and sound system, says Hospital Chaplain Dennis 
Wendling.

“People appreciate the lighting, colors, warmth of the 
setting and beauty overall,” he says. “This is a chapel 
for the whole community.”

Renovation of the 30-year-old chapel was made 
possible by generous supporters of the Medina Hospital 
Foundation. The new design incorporates items that 
were donated in the past, including the “Tree of Life” 
by Wadsworth artist Carole Spohn - a striking stained-
glass piece acquired 20 years ago. 

“Before, this piece, was in the back of the chapel,” 
says Rev. Wendling. “Now it is well-lit and looks 
spectacular.”

A new sound system that pipes in soft music 
contributes to the tranquility of the chapel. “Updating 
and using modern technology is one of those invisible 
improvements,” says Rev. Wendling. Other subtle, 
but important, changes include a new doorway, wide 
enough to accommodate a large hospital bed or 
wheelchair and a level floor. In addition, some chairs 
have two arm rests while others don’t have any, 
depending on a person’s needs. 

In addition to improved accessibility, another design 
priority was to create a welcoming space that is 
inclusive of all faiths. For example, “the stained glass in 
our chapel has a scene that is universal, as we would 
want in a hospital setting,” he says. 

Among the individuals and organizations whose gifts 
supported the chapel renovation was the Walter W. 
Born Foundation. Named for the successful local 
builder and real estate developer, the foundation was 
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established after Mr. Born’s passing in 1989 for 
the purpose of benefiting healthcare organizations 
in Northeast Ohio. Since 2004, the foundation 
has distributed more than $4.4 million to 
hospitals throughout Northeast Ohio.

“The Walter W. Born Foundation was pleased to 
offer support to Medina Hospital, not only for the 
actual construction part of the chapel, but also 
for the impact the chapel will have on those who 
utilize it,” foundation spokesperson Toby Blossom 
said. “Good health is more than just physical.”

For Medina resident Sue Chmelik and her  
family, supporting Medina Hospital is personal. 
A hospital volunteer and contributor to programs 
including harp music therapy, the retired 
elementary school music teacher says her 
family’s gifts honor the excellent care her  
parents received before they passed away.  
She also enjoys creating gift baskets for the 
annual Medina Hospital fundraising gala.

“My dad’s decline happened over a period 
of six years, and in the last months, through 
hospice, he had harp therapy, massage therapy 
and spiritual care, in addition to great clinical 
care. We were incredibly moved by how these 
alternative therapies enhanced my father’s 
comfort. Medina Hospital also cared about my 
mom, myself, and my family’s wellbeing, and 
helped us work through a difficult process. My 
mom spent her final days in palliative care at 
Medina Hospital, and they were so helpful and 
supportive. Harp therapy and prayer time in the 
chapel and at their bedsides helped a lot. We 
started a harp therapy fund in honor of mom  
and dad because we realized our best way to  
help in healing was to enhance what the 
medical team did with prayer, calmness and 
encouragement. I often take time to visit the 
chapel when I am there. It’s nice to know that 
there’s a quiet, spiritual energy right in the center 
of the hospital.”

Chapel 
Continued from page 1

New furniture outfits the space. 

New adjustable lighting and flooring. 



Are you considering a gift to Medina 
Hospital? While many people consider 
cash and stock, did you know that 
tangible personal property can help you 
achieve your financial and philanthropic 
goals as well? 

The term tangible personal property 
means any property, other than land 
or buildings, which can be seen or 
touched. The most common types of 
tangible personal property contributed 
to charity include artwork, jewelry and 
other collectibles. 

You can make an outright gift by 
transferring such assets directly 
to Cleveland Clinic Medina. After 
a donation, you will receive an 
acknowledgment letter detailing the 
asset given and the amount of your 
charitable income-tax deduction.

The charitable deduction for tangible 
personal property depends on whether 
the property is related to the tax-exempt 
purpose of the charity. In other words, 
can the property be placed to a use that 
is related to the charity’s tax-exempt 
purpose?

If property is considered related to the 
charity’s exempt purpose, the deduction 
is based on fair market value and 
available to the extent of 30% of the 

donor’s adjusted gross income. If the 
property is considered unrelated to the 
public charity’s exempt purpose, the 
deduction is based on the lesser of its 
fair market value or its cost basis and 
is available to the extent of 50% of 
donor’s adjusted gross income. 

The gift may be made during your 
lifetime or through your estate:

•	Outright: You pay no capital gains on 
the transfer to charity, and could be 
entitled to an immediate income tax 
charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the property. 

•	Bequest: Your estate would receive an 
estate tax charitable deduction, relieve 
your executor of selling the property 
and possibly reduce the size of your 
taxable estate. This would enable 
additional distributions to others 
through your estate plans. Also, you 
benefit from knowing your gift (or the 
proceeds thereof) will be well utilized 
and applied to one of the many areas 
of need at Cleveland Clinic Medina.

If you are interested in making a 
gift of tangible personal property to 
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital, or in 
discussing your overall charitable giving 
strategy, please contact our experienced 
Philanthropy professionals.

Tangible Personal Property  
as Philanthropic Gifts

Save the Date

Please save the date 
for this year’s  

BASH to be held on 

Saturday,  
October 15, 2022  

at  
Weymouth  

Country Club. 

If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor, 

please contact 
medhospfound@ccf.org  

or 330.721.5990. 

More details  
coming soon.

Memorial Listing
In Memory of 
Greg McBurney 
Donna McBurney 



Medina Hospital Foundation realizes that individuals 
would like to learn more about its particular 
programs, services or developments. However, if  
you do not wish to receive information relating to 
your philanthropic objectives at this time, please call 
the Medina Hospital Foundation at 330.721.5941 
or send an email to medhospfound@ccf.org.
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