
The grant that funded the purchase of Chester was made possible by  
Lakewood Hospital Foundation’s annual Ambulance Chase, a family-friendly  
5K run. This year’s Ambulance Chase - presented by Donald Martens &  
Sons Ambulance Services - is Sunday, May 4, at Lakewood Park. In addition  
to a B-tag timed 5K race, there will also be a 1-mile fun walk and a special  
Children’s Chase for kids under 8.

Registration is now open at lakewoodhospitalfoundation.org/ambulancechase.

For information on sponsorship and in-kind opportunities please contact  
Emily Speer at speere@ccf.org or 216.529.7080.
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Lakewood Hospital realizes that individuals would like to learn more about particular programs, services or developments. We also fully respect the privacy of our patients.  
If you do not wish to receive any materials containing such information, please contact us at lhfoundation@ccf.org or 216.529.7009.

C O N T R I B U T I O N S  AT  W O R K 

Meet Our New Training  
Instructor, Chester Chest
Lakewood Hospital nurses have a new teacher. He may only be a torso and have  

a detachable right arm, but Chester Chest is a very valuable educator.

A life-like model of a human torso, Chester is a portable training aid designed to help 

nurses develop expertise with the insertion, removal, and care of vascular access  

devices such as catheters.

Chester features an actual port implanted under a flap of material that mimics the feel  

of human tissue. The combination of a real chest port and accurate tissue provides  

a very realistic simulation of accessing a chest port on a live person – complete with  

a “blood” withdrawal when the port is properly accessed.  

Chester Chest is being used by the Department of Nursing for training, proficiency  

testing, and skills assessment.

“Chester runs our nurses through a boot camp of competency exercises, the outcome  

of which is low infection rates and high patient satisfaction,” says Alina Zakrocki,  

Lakewood Hospital’s Infection Preventionist. “The addition of this equipment to our  

teaching resources – through the generous support of Lakewood Hospital Foundation – 

demonstrates Lakewood Hospital’s pledge to providing comprehensive training for  

our nurses.”

H O N O R  A  D O C T O R  W H O  H A S  T O U C H E D  Y O U R  L I F E

Their words change lives.

Their compassion brings comfort.

Their dedication offers hope.

They are your doctors, and they do so much more than simply heal bodies.

Their personal care touches hearts and impacts lives.

 
Every year on March 30, communities across the country 
celebrate National Doctors’ Day.
It’s a time set aside to honor the outstanding men and women who protect the health and lives of our families and community. First observed on 
a small scale over 75 years ago, the practice swept the nation, and March 30th was formally proclaimed National Doctors’ Day in 1990.

As part of our Lakewood Hospital family, we invite you to help us recognize a doctor who is special to you. If there’s a doctor whose service has 
made a difference in your life, please consider making a celebratory gift in their name to Lakewood Hospital Foundation. 

Not only will your gift affirm the commitment of an exceptional physician, it will also help support the clinical excellence and compassionate  
care provided every day at Lakewood Hospital.  Visit lakewoodhospitalfoundation.org or use the enclosed envelope to honor your doctor  
with a celebratory gift. 
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 P R O F I L E  I N  G I V I N G 

Bill La Place
With more than 60 combined years of service, 

thousands of volunteer hours and many times 

that in donated dollars, the La Place family name is 

synonymous with a distinguished level of personal 

dedication and perennial philanthropic support for 

Lakewood Hospital. 

It’s been nearly 30 years since Bill La Place first joined the Lakewood Hospital  

Foundation board, and he’s an important steward of the foundation to this day.  

His years of uninterrupted board service, remarkable standard for giving, and  

mentorship of other board members have made him a unique and exemplary  

partner for the foundation.

And actually, his relationship with Lakewood Hospital started with his wife.

In the mid-1970s, Kay La Place began her tenure as a hospital volunteer  

extraordinaire, eventually becoming head of the hospital’s Children’s Board and  

chairwoman in charge of the hospital’s gift shop. In all, Kay generously gave more 

than 9,500 hours of her time to Lakewood Hospital in her 33 years of service. 

Bill followed his wife into service at Lakewood Hospital in the mid-1980s, while 

working as a certified public accountant and partner at what would become 

Deloitte & Touche. He joined the Lakewood Hospital Foundation board, eventually  

serving as board president from 1997 to 2004. Today, he is the only active former 

board president, serves as Audit Chair, an Executive Committee member, and 

remains a valued confidant and mentor for fellow members.

In addition to his years of service on the board, Bill La Place has been a quintessential 

donor. He has made an annual gift each year, funding his contributions with myriad 

assets including cash, stock, and IRA distributions. He has generously supported  

all of the hospital’s capital campaigns and fundraising events, and is a member of the 

Founder’s Council, which recognizes those who have lifetime giving of $10,000 or 

more. Additionally, he is a member of The Graber Society, having made a provision in 

his estate for the foundation. Through the years, he has also helped secure additional 

contributions to Lakewood Hospital Foundation on behalf of various other local and 

regional foundations.

When his wife Kay passed away in 2006, the contributions to Lakewood Hospital 

Foundation made in her memory were used to create the Kay La Place Memorial 

Endowment Fund, benefitting the hospital’s Diabetes Assistance Initiative.  

Bill continues to make memorial gifts to the fund. 

La Place has two sons – Bill, who lives with him in Fairview Park, and Mark, a CPA  

in Columbus. The elder Bill and Mark recently became the first father-son pair to 

each be awarded the Gold Medal for Meritorious Service to the Accounting  

Profession from The Ohio Society of CPAs.

“I’m a big believer in philanthropy,” says La Place. “You have to give of your time  

and your treasure if you are going to be involved in the community.” 

A grant from the Lakewood/Rocky River Rotary Club will soon mean enhanced  

patient education for those receiving a total joint replacement at Lakewood Hospital.  

The grant will help fund a set of fully-articulated models of the shoulder, knee, hip  

and elbow, as well as educational materials for both patients and caregivers.

Pre-surgery patient education classes on total joint replacement (TJR) have been part  

of the continuum of orthopaedic care at Lakewood Hospital for years – and have proven  

to be greatly beneficial. Patients generally arrive for surgery  

feeling more at ease and well-educated about their procedure,  

and typically have an easier time with recovery as well.

With the addition of new, life-like joint models, the TJR class  

curriculum will be more beneficial to patients than ever.  

Currently, pamphlets, brochures and photos are utilized as  

classroom visual aids. The new models, however, will allow  

clinicians to give patients a much more realistic, in-depth  

look at the inner workings of the joint, as well as the changes  

made to the joint during surgery. Each part of the surgical  

procedure can be explained and demonstrated in greater  

detail, and patients will have a much better understanding  

of the intricacies of their procedure.

 C O N T R I B U T I O N S  AT  W O R K 

Grant Will Help Educate Joint Replacement Patients
Lakewood Hospital performs nearly 470 TJR procedures each year, and that  

number is expected to rise. The American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons  

projects a 673% increase in total-knee replacements and a 174% jump in first-time 

total-hip replacements by the year 2030. An aging population of arthritis sufferers, 

increasing obesity rates, and the trend toward baby boomers remaining physically 

active later in life are among the key reasons.

Foundation Welcomes New Trustees
We are pleased to announce the election of Rob Elwood to the Board of Trustees, and the appointment of Ex-officio members Jim Crandell, MD, and Cheryl Sullivan. 

Elwood’s extensive business experience working with non-profits as well as his marketing and finance background rounds out the 24-member board. Elwood is currently 

Vice President of Sales at Principal Financial Group. A resident of Rocky River, Elwood is actively involved with the West Side Catholic Center, St. Christopher Church, and 

Loras College National Alumni Board. Elwood also supports and helps to organize many youth activities across the community.

As the new president of the Lakewood Hospital Medical Staff, Crandell will serve on the Lakewood Hospital Foundation Board during his three-year tenure in that role. 

Crandell, a cardiologist who joined Lakewood Hospital’s medical staff in 1991, is board-certified in Cardiovascular Disease and Internal Medicine. He is a member of  

Premier Physicians, the largest independent multi-specialty physician group practice in Northeast Ohio. 

Inspired to become a volunteer because of the excellent care Lakewood Hospital  

provided to three generations of her family, Sullivan began volunteering at the hospital  

in 2001 as a Eucharistic Minister. She was recently elected president of the hospital’s  

Volunteer Association, and will serve on the foundation board during her two-year  

tenure.  As a volunteer, Sullivan strives to make a positive impact on every patient she  

meets, as well as the volunteers and caregivers she interacts with.

Many thanks to Jim Bekeny, MD, and Ora Calhoun, who were recently recognized  

for their years of service as they concluded their terms as foundation trustees.

Rob Elwood Jim Crandell, MD Cheryl Sullivan

Lakewood/Rocky River Rotary President Phil Ardussi with Bethany Farrell,  
Lakewood Hospital Orthopaedic Services Nurse Manager and Peggy Marquard, 
Total Joint Replacement Class instructor
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Lakewood Hospital Foundation is immensely blessed by the generosity of individuals, corporations and foundations.  In turn, we 
steward these gifts received, passing your support on to Lakewood Hospital to serve the needs of its patients and the community.  
For more than 100 years Lakewood Hospital has benefited from the financial support of its friends and neighbors. This tradition of 
caring has created a unique institution in the true spirit of partnership with the community. Donor generosity helped build this  
hospital and continues to keep it growing today and into the future.  

The following list highlights philanthropic support received August 1 – December 31, 2013.  
If there is an error, please accept our apologies and notify us at 216.529.7009 so that we may correct our records.

Thank you
ESTATES, GRANTS AND TRUSTS
Children’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
The Cleveland Foundation 
	 Charles A. Driffield Memorial Trust 
	 William H. and Elaine L. Ebert Fund 
	 Vida Logan Memorial Fund 
	 John C. McLean Memorial Fund 
	 John R. Raible Fund 
Cuyahoga Community College 
William R. Daniels Memorial Fund 
Virginia Q. Foley Estate 
Harriet S. Homer Trust 
James R. Meehan Estate 
National Breast Cancer Foundation 
Marion Pegler Memorial Trust 
Volunteer Association of Lakewood Hospital

SPECIAL GIFTS
Children’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Cotabish Charitable Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Weber

ANNUAL GIVING	 	
President’s Council
Mrs. Louise A. Fletcher 
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Hall 
Mr. William P. La Place 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Roche 
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation 
 
1907 Council
Mr. Curtis M. Brosky 
Ms. Deborah Holmes Dalton/ 
	 In His Steps Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Esarove 
Dr. & Mrs. O. Mark Hastings 
Mr. & Mrs. William Huffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit C. Kuechle 
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Lesjak 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. McMillan 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark P. Melvin 
Ms. Betty Jane Mulcahy 
Mrs. Carolyn P. Seelbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Smith, II 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas E. Spiker 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Summers 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Tanis 
The Clara Weiss Fund

Council of Benefactors
Mrs. Dorothy A. Ginley Bahm 
Dr. & Mrs. David F. Bennhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren P. Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Coury 
Mr. & Mrs. Byron A. Crampton 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Elwood 
Rev. & Mrs. Jon M. Fancher 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Foran 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard B. Freeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Gable 
Mr. Franklin S. Galko 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Charles Geiger, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Gibbons 
Ms. Gail L. Glamm & Mr. Anthony Brancatelli 
Mr. Arthur F. Greene 
Ms. Susan A. Guyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Haber 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter A. Hagen 
Ms. Bonnie J. Hagerman 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. McGinty 
Dr. Kathleen T. McGorray & Dr. Robert Soffer 
Mr. & Mrs. John T. O’Neill 
Mr. Robert L. Potts 
Dr. & Mrs. Mousab I. Tabbaa 
Mrs. Mary C. Warren

Council of Leaders
Dr. & Mrs. James R. Bekeny 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig E. Broadbent 
Mr. & Mrs. John Brzytwa 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Colacarro 
Dr. & Mrs. Carl A. Culley, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Faulhaber 
Mr. William R. Gorton 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold S. Haller 
Mrs. Judith S. Holbrook 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter A. Kuhn 
Mr. & Mrs. Lenny Lancki 
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Malley 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred H. Oldenburg 
Ms. Rebecca M. Patton 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Pritts 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Ringenbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Smith 
Mrs. Garnett B. Springate

Council of Patrons
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Baker 
Mrs. Barbara Beckenbach 
Ms. Patricia A. Berry &  
	 Mr. Tom McFarland 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Carballo 
Mrs. Marjorie S. Christiansen 
Mr. Robert L. Day, Jr. 
Mrs. Mary M. Doyle 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent A. Falcone 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ferbert 
Ms. Frances E. Gasper 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gratson 
Dr. & Mrs. Kemal Y. Gursal 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Harris 
Mr. Richard C. Hartung 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane E. Horning 
Mr. Floyd E. Karmilowicz 
Mrs. Diane W. Kidd 
Mr. William F. Knoble 
Ms. Kathleen A. McGrath 
Dr. & Mrs. Marcello M. Mellino 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Meredith 
Mrs. Debra J. Nelson 
Mr. Bradley F. Norpell 
Mr. Robert W. Phinney 
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Riebel 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Romp 
Mr. Richard K. Shaltens 
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Shaw 
Dr. Marvin D. Shie, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Shimrak 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Smith 
Mr. John F. Sobina 
Ms. Emily K. Speer 
Miss Virginia Stepler 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Stringer 
Ms. Elizabeth M. Tereck 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry G. Tracy 
Mrs. Lucy B. Warner 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wilhelm 
Mrs. Mildred S. Williams 
Ms. Jayne M. Zborowsky 
Mr. Robert Zito

Friends
Mr. Joseph S. Bak 
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Borros 
Mr. Emil Bortoluzzi 
Mr. Harold G. Bound 
Mrs. Ann M. Boymer 
Mrs. Diane F. Bridges 
Mr. Gene A. Briggs 
Mr. Thomas R. Bullock, III 
Mrs. Marlene R. Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy T. Companey 
Mrs. Georgene M. Cooper 
Ms. Mary Pat Coyne 
Ms. Ella A. Cruz 
Mr. Robert L. Day, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Derwis 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Doland 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Dregalla 
Ms. Jean E. Driggs 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Duge 
Ms. Carol M. Dybo 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Elmore 
Mr. Howard R. Erskine 
Mr. Gene A. Feldkircher 
Ms. Sakeenah D. Francis 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen C. Fuller 
Mrs. Brenda L. Gerbick 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence B. Gibson 
Mr. Robert M. Gleeson 
Mr. Frederick F. Greenman 
Mr. Romolo Grilli 
Mr. & Mrs. Ole Hansen 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne E. Helfrich 
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Holian 
Ms. Diane V. Hostacky 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank K. Isaac 
Mr. Ralph G. Juergens, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John Katzbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Kessel 
Mrs. Chere Kilbane 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Lanzen 
Mrs. Terrie Leske 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Litten 
Ms. Mary Louise T. Madigan 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmett Marsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. McDowell, Jr. 
Mrs. Lucille M. McGrath 
Mrs. Christine Melichar 
Ms. Mary A. Mescan 
Mrs. Donna Meter 

Ms. Rebecca A. Moore 
Mr. Leslie Morgan 
Mrs. Irene M. Moskowitz 
Mr. Kenneth A. Mulock 
Mrs. Grace E. Neumann 
Mrs. Ruth Ott 
Mr. Robert Panehal 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Patton 
Mrs. Margaret Peppers 
Ms. Viola R. Perina 
Mrs. Barbara N. Regan 
Ms. Catherine D. Richards 
Ms. Lydia Rigalvez 
Mr. Juan A. Rivera 
Mr. & Mrs. Eliseo Rodriguez 
Mr. Gerald G. Rothman 
Ms. Lynda J. Sackett 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger H. Salem 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen D. Salzbrenner 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Scanlon 
Ms. Teresa Schleicher 
Ms. Marguerite Schuerger 
Mrs. Maxine M. Schwartz 
Mr. George R. Seidlitz 
Mr. Andy Senko 
Rev. & Mrs. Paul H. Sherry 
Dr. Marvin D. Shie, Jr. 
Mrs. Caroline V. Shipman 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Shwetz 
Mrs. Lang Sieng 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Sims 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Singleton 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Sinko 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Slimak 
Mrs. Sylvia G. Soss 
Ms. Sandra A. Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore L. Stocking 
Mr. Dhan Bahadur Subedi 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Thomas 
Mr. David A. Trader 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony VanRooy, Jr. 
Mrs. Linda M. Vladika 
Mr. George J. Vovos 
Mrs. Mary Lou Walters 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Watters 
Dr. Richard W. Watts 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Wheeler 
Mrs. Lillian Zahara 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Zubin

H.E.R.O. CAMPAIGN –  
HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES REACHING OUT 
Ms. Renee Z. Althof 
Ms. Sheila Atkins 
Mrs. Lynn M. Barabach 
Mrs. Brenda S. Braddock 
Mr. Greg Branic 
Mrs. Susan Brimus 
Mrs. Kathleen Brlecic 
Mrs. Kristin G. Broadbent 
Mrs. Jane Burandt 
Mrs. Sara T. Burns 
Mrs. Karolyn Campagna 
Mr. Peter S. Cascio 
Mr. James M. Cutre 
Ms. Jennifer E. Davis 
Ms. Jann E. DeChant 
Mrs. Joanne C. Demaline 
Ms. Janet Depenbrok 
Mrs. Carol W. Double 
Mrs. Jill M. Dubbs 
Mrs. Lynnette S. Duge 
Dr. Kristen A. Ekman 
Ms. Lisa Evans 
Mrs. Kathleen R. Ezell 
Mrs. Dorothy A. Falcone 
Mrs. Bethany Farrell 
Ms. Audrey Fielding 
Mrs. Laurie Fontaine 
Mrs. Suzanne B. Forsgren 
Ms. Amy Frenchik 
Ms. Jean M. Gallagher 
Mr. Robert N. Gallagher 
Mrs. Barbara M. Garrard 
Mrs. Gina Gavlak 
Mrs. Margaret Getzlaff 
Mr. Robert M. Gleeson 
Ms. Susan M. Goetz 
Mrs. Janet L. Griffin 
Ms. Regina S. Griffin 
Mrs. Susan Grimberg 
Mr. Scott Hantz 
Mrs. Diane T. Hart 
Ms. Milagros E. Hawkins 
Mrs. Ilse Hazners 
Ms. Cheryl Heimburg 

Mrs. Karen S. Heinlein 
Mrs. Nancy A. Hennessey 
Mrs. Bernita A. Hollister 
Ms. Laura Jerome 
Mrs. Patricia A. Kalan 
Mr. Timothy W. Kaye 
Ms. Kathleen A. Koch 
Ms. Mavis M. Kramer 
Mrs. Marija Kuzmanovic 
Mrs. Sheree S. Laborie 
Ms. Amy M. Lagzdins 
Mr. Bradley R. Main 
Dr. Ronobir Mallick 
Ms. Mary Ann Marsal 
Mrs. Ellen K. Martin 
Mrs. Nancy R. Matyas 
Ms. Jean C. Maxwell 
Ms. Michelle L. McCourt 
Mrs. Mary McLaughlin Davis 
Mrs. Maria C. Mepham 
Ms. Margaret Morgenstern 
Mrs. Patricia Neumann 
Ms. Laura R. Nimeth 
Mrs. Jacqueline E. Nowlin 
Mrs. Laura J. Olitsky 
Mrs. Kathleen M. O’Malley 
Mrs. Mary E. Osburn 
Mrs. Lorel A. Pappas 
Mrs. Debra A. Perko 
Mrs. Lisa A. Petronio 
Mr. Michael Pinter 
Mrs. Beth E. Poltorek 
Mrs. Gwen Print 
Dr. William J. Riebel 
Mr. Shannan D. Ritchie 
Dr. Carole A. Rojas 
Mrs. Kathleen Rorapaugh 
Mrs. Wendy L. Rosby 
Mrs. Suzanne Sandoval 
Mrs. Mary R. Sauer 
Ms. Margaret Schreiner 
Mrs. Jacquelynn Seymour 
Mr. Kevin S. Smith 
Ms. Emily K. Speer 
Mrs. Polly A. Stringer 
Mr. Eric A. Stubbs 
Mrs. Deborah A. Sukey 
Mrs. Traci Sustersic 
Ms. Patricia A. Taseff 
Mr. James M. Thomas 
Mrs. MaryAnn Tilow-Kmetz 
Mrs. Judy A. Tracey 
Mrs. Keely P. VanRooy 
Mrs. Judith J. Wagner 
Dr. Robert Weil 
Ms. Karen A. Weisman 
Ms. Christine Whitman 
Mrs. Mary Kay Wise 
Ms. Pamela J. Wright 
Mrs. Alina Zakrocki 
Mr. Daniel N. Zezena

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of 
Brian King
Ms. Mary B. Kirsch

In Memory of 
Joseph F. Belock
Mr. & Mrs. George Succop 
 
Howard Dorenkott
Ms. Lora Sanchez

Jane and William L. Huffman, MD
Mrs. Marilyn C. Eggleston

Jane Johnson
Children’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Rice 
 
Dorothy G. McNamara
Lakewood Hospital

Eric Metz
Ms. Renee Z. Althof

Jean E. Pardee
Mrs. Mary Lou Ferbert 
Mr. Robert L. Potts 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Tanis 
Mrs. Helen S. Wright

Raymond W. Russell
Mr. David Appel

Jane P. Weisman
Mr. & Mrs. Shannan D. Ritchie
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Mr. & Mrs. Todd Arnold 
Ms. Patricia A. Berry  
The Bonne Bell Family Foundation 
Ms. Holle A. Brambrick 
Ms. Elaine M. Breiner & Mr. Joseph P. Toner   
Mrs. Susan Brimus 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig E. Broadbent 
Mr. Curtis M. Brosky 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Brown 
Children’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Colacarro 
Conveyer & Caster Corporation 
Cotabish Charitable Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Coury 
Mrs. Ellen K. Coy 
Dawson Insurance, Inc. 
Mr. Robert L. Day, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. DeGrandis 
Donald Martens & Sons Ambulance Services 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack F. Dutney 
Mrs. Mary McGuire Eitzen 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Esarove 
Rev. & Mrs. Jon M. Fancher 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Faulhaber 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ferbert 
First Federal of Lakewood 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Foran 
Ms. Sakeenah D. Francis 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard B. Freeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Gable 
Mr. Franklin S. Galko 
Mr. Robert N. Gallagher 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Charles Geiger, III 
Mrs. Lillian R. George 
Ms. Gail L. Glamm & Mr. Anthony Brancatelli 
Mr. Robert M. Gleeson 
Mr. William R. Gorton 
Ms. Susan A. Guyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Haber 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter A. Hagen 
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Hall 
Hanson Services, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Harris 
Dr. & Mrs. O. Mark Hastings 
Mrs. Nancy A. Hennessey 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hubbard 
Mr. Charles S. Huffman, Jr. 
Ms. Tara M. Kane 
Mrs. Diane W. Kidd 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian M. King 

Mr. William F. Knoble 
Ms. Kathleen A. Koch 
Mr. William B. La Place 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam M. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Mangan 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmett Marsh 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. McGinty 
Dr. Kathleen T. McGorray & Dr. Robert Soffer 
Ms. Kathleen A. McGrath 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle I. McIntosh 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. McMillan 
Mrs. Christine Melichar 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Metelko 
Ms. Betty Jane Mulcahy 
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Mulligan
Mrs. Mary E. Osburn 
Pacers 
Mrs. Joan E. Simpson Parks 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Petronio 
Mrs. Beth E. Poltorek 
Mr. Robert L. Potts 
Premier Physicians Centers, Inc. 
Regency Construction Services, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Riebel 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Ringenbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Roche 
Mrs. Carolyn P. Seelbach 
Dr. Marvin D. Shie, Jr. 
Dr. Marvin D. Shie, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Shimrak 
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Smith 
Mrs. Garnett B. Springate 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert St. Leger 
Mrs. Gladys S. Straka 
Mrs. Deborah A. Sukey 
Ms. Priscilla Szekeress 
Dr. & Mrs. Mousab I. Tabbaa 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Tanis 
TeamHealth Midwest 
Mrs. Judy A. Tracey 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Wagner 
Mrs. Lucy B. Warner 
The Clara Weiss Fund 
Mrs. Richard C. Weiss 
Mrs. Mildred S. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Wise 
Woman’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Mrs. Helen S. Wright 
Mrs. Lillian Zahara

Dr. & Mrs. Mirza Baig 
Mr. Curtis M. Brosky 
Mr. Milan G. Busta 
Mr. John P. Coury, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Coury 
Mrs. Betty Jeanne Cramer 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. DeGrandis 
Mrs. Mary McGuire Eitzen 
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Faulhaber 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ferbert 
Mrs. James I. FitzGibbon 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Gable 
Mr. Franklin S. Galko 
Mr. William R. Gorton 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter A. Hagen 
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Hall 
Mr. Charles S. Huffman, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian M. King 
Mr. William B. La Place 
Mr. Robert Nemetz & Ms. Laura DiVincenzo 
Mrs. Myron L. Pardee
Mr. Robert L. Potts 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Ringenbach 
Mrs. Carolyn P. Seelbach 
Dr. Marvin D. Shie, III 
Mr. Peter E. Shimrak 
Mr. James R. Vine 
Mrs. John C. Wasmer, Jr. 
Mr. Robert C. Weber 
Mr. & Mrs. Horace E. Wetzell, Jr. 
Anonymous

Deceased in italics

Named Endowment Funds
Moin Baig, MD 
Helen E. & Robert L. Burns 
Callinan Family 
Children’s Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Frederich Wilson Chockley, Jr. 
Kenneth E. & Lucille F. Clarke 
William (Mike) Folberth 
Mary Jean & Walter A. Hagen 
Mary Jo & William M. Hegarty, MD 
Junior Board of Lakewood Hospital 
Steven Kovacs, MD 
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Consistent contributors are the cornerstones of a solid foundation. The donors listed 
below have made a gift to Lakewood Hospital Foundation each year for the last ten or 
more years. We acknowledge their commitment to the hospital’s vision and values, 
and salute their faithful support.

Deca Club
Lakewood Hospital Foundation’s Graber Society honors a special group of donors for 
their commitment to compassionate, quality healthcare through deferred and endowed 
gifts. The dedication and generosity of Graber Society members enables Lakewood 
Hospital to offer a vision of future programs that bring hope and health to others.

We gratefully recognize these members of The Graber Society who have chosen to 
make a difference in the lives that follow by leaving a legacy at Lakewood Hospital

Graber Society

Community West Foundation –  
10 Years of Partnership and Support
Since 2004, Lakewood Hospital Foundation has had a remarkable philanthropic partner 

in the Community West Foundation. Together, the two foundations have helped fund 

essential equipment, training, medication and education that have benefited countless 

Lakewood Hospital patients, as well as numerous others throughout our community.

“Our mission is to advance the health and well-being of our community,” says David T. 

Dombrowiak, President and CEO of Community West Foundation. “The foundation has 

focused its efforts to reach out and make grants to help elevate the overall health status 

of our community.”

Originally named the Fairview/Lutheran Foundation (FLF), the foundation was created to 

help support both Fairview and Lutheran hospitals. In 2004, the FLF made its first grant to 

Lakewood Hospital: nearly $52,000 in support of the Teen Health Center’s G.I.F.T.  

(Group, Individual & Family Therapy) Program.

As its mission expanded, the Fairview/Lutheran Foundation evolved into the Community 

West Foundation, and its collaboration with Lakewood Hospital continued to grow.

From 2005 to 2011, the two foundations joined forces for the annual Straight from  

the Heart raffle and gala, benefiting cardiac programs and technology at Fairview,  

Lakewood, and Lutheran hospitals. To date, this effort has raised over $5 million  

in donations that help provide comprehensive cardiac services to the community.

“We’ve had a partnership for many years, and Straight from the Heart was such  

a great cooperative effort,” Dombrowiak says. “Being responsive to the needs of  

our community is the most important aspect of what both of our foundations  

strive to do.”

The Community West Foundation has also been a long-time sponsor of Lakewood  

Hospital’s annual Starry Night event. Starry Night benefits the Diabetes Assistance  

Initiative, a program that helps fund diabetes testing supplies, medication, and  

education for individuals who are unable to afford them. Community West - through 

Straight from the Heart - has also supported Lakewood Hospital’s cardiac program, 

helping to fund a mobile ultrasound unit, AED equipment and training, and digital  

bath scales.

Besides a great partnership, another thing the Community West Foundation and  

Lakewood Hospital Foundation have in common is the combined support of the  

Baker family. Bill Baker and his son Tom represent two generations of a family who 

share a generous and steady commitment to their community. Not only are Bill and  

his wife Linda donors to Lakewood Hospital Foundation, but he has served on the 

Community West Foundation board since 2000, and has been its chair since 2013.  

Tom joined the Lakewood Hospital Foundation board in 2010 and currently serves  

as its secretary.

In recent years the Community West Foundation has continued to support Fairview 

and Lutheran hospitals, contributing more than $10 million to the two organizations  

in the past five years. It has also funded grants totaling an additional $10 million to  

various area nonprofit organizations.

In 2013, the foundation made a $20,000 grant to Lakewood Hospital Foundation  

to support the HOPE Program, an effort that has helped numerous uninsured women 

receive free clinical breast exams, screening and diagnostic mammograms, and breast 

ultrasounds. The grant is symbolic of the Community West Foundation’s venerable 

mission of providing financial support to organizations that deliver basic needs such 

as food, clothing, shelter and medical care to the most needy in and around Western 

Cuyahoga County. 

“Taking care of the community and providing the best technology and the best in  

quality care to patients is another reason why we support Lakewood Hospital,”  

Dombrowiak says. “The collaborative work at all the area hospitals is so vital and  

our support has helped to ensure that quality healthcare is available for our citizens.”

Community West Foundation President and CEO David Dombrowiak, with Henry Jacques, Grants Committee 
Chair and Bill Baker, Chair
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Imagine not being able to swallow food or drink normally. Food becomes stuck in 

your throat, or makes its way into your airway and lungs. It’s a dangerous condition 

called dysphagia that affects thousands of patients and is associated with many 

chronic and acute conditions.

This spring, Lakewood Hospital will employ state-of-the-art diagnostic and therapeutic 

swallow testing that is revolutionizing treatment for those struggling with dysphagia. 

Known as FEES – Fiberoptic Endoscopic Evaluation of Swallowing – this portable 

technology means a world of difference for both clinicians and patients.

The recent acquisition of a FEES system makes Lakewood Hospital the first  

Cleveland Clinic hospital on the Westside to offer the technology, which will enable 

speech-language pathologists from the hospital’s Rehabilitation Services to diagnose 

and treat swallowing disorders in both its inpatient and outpatient populations.

Many medical conditions can cause the disorder, including stroke, brain injury,  

Parkinson’s disease, and multiple sclerosis. Other causes include cancer of the  

mouth or throat, and surgery or injury involving the head or neck. Michelle Fritz, 

speech therapist and clinical team leader at Lakewood Hospital, champions the  

FEES system and its ability to aid treatment.

“Difficulties with dysphagia include food sticking in the throat and the patient  

being unable to move it into the esophagus and down to the stomach,” Fritz says.  

“Or instead of going the direction it should, food gets into the airway and then  

the lungs, leading to aspiration pneumonia,” she adds. 

The FEES system uses a flexible endoscope (a small camera with a light attached) 

that is inserted up through the nose into the nasal passage to view the throat while 

the patient is eating and drinking. It allows the therapist to watch a patient  

swallowing, in real time. 

Lakewood Hospital currently uses a procedure called the Modified Barium  

Swallow Study (MBSS), which involves a radiologist, a radiology technologist  

and a speech-language pathologist. The seated patient is fed barium-coated food  

while being x-rayed. Drawbacks include the time limitations that are necessary to  

reduce radiation exposure, and the fact that food and liquid are often simulated  

using liquid or paste barium.

“The benefits of FEES are many,” says Fritz. “You are using food the patient  

would normally eat. It can be done bedside in the patient’s room, where they can  

sit more comfortably, and there is no radiation exposure for the patient or clinician.”

Other advantages include not having to coordinate with the Radiology Department 

schedule, no unpleasant barium-covered food for patients, and no barium-associated 

side effects. It can be used with patients on mechanical ventilation and those with 

medically-complex conditions who would have difficulty tolerating a trip to Radiology.

FEES can be done bedside in less than 20 minutes. Since there is no radiation,  

the studies can be sustained for longer periods of time, allowing clinicians to  

determine if a patient’s swallowing technique is affected by fatigue.

“It’s going to be more productive and more time efficient to utilize this new system,” 

adds Fritz. “It’s a cart on wheels that comes right to where the patient is, and it lets  

us view parts of the anatomy that we aren’t able to view with MBSS. It can give us  

a little more insight into what is happening, and lets us know if an additional consult  

is warranted,“ Fritz said. 

The funding for the FEES system, more than $40,000, was generously contributed  

by the hospital’s auxiliary groups – the Children’s Board, Volunteer Association and 

Woman’s Board, along with a grant from the Ambulance Chase. 

For more information about FEES, call Lakewood Hospital’s Rehabilitation  
Services at 216.529.7173.

 C O N T R I B U T I O N S  AT  W O R K 

Each holiday season, Lakewood Hospital Foundation’s Distinction in Philanthropy  

event recognizes and honors our donors for their annual, cumulative and deferred  

giving to the foundation. This event gives us a chance to offer our heartfelt thanks  

and appreciation to our most generous donors for their past, present and  

future support.

We offer special thanks and recognition to William R. Gorton and Westlake Village,  

the newest members of our Founder’s Council. Membership in the Founder’s  

Council is a distinction in recognition of a milestone in cumulative giving. On behalf  

of Lakewood Hospital Foundation, thank you for your incredible generosity  

and support.

Thanks Evermore

Debbie Dalton with Stephanie Soucie and John Walls Mike Busta and Marge Emblom

New Diagnostics for Patients  
with Difficulty Swallowing

Nancy Huffman, Chuck Huffman and 
Mary Anne Crampton

Bob Potts, Dede Baker and Trina Nummela

Arthur Greene and Shannan Ritchie Bob Soffer and Kathleen McGorray with Jim Vine

Bill Gorton and Susie Blackburn, Gerry and Peg Kuechle, Rick and Becky Smith

Todd and Jill Gilmore with Shelley and Marcello Mellino, MD

Martha Maloney, MJ and Wally Hagen, Carolyn Seelbach Doug and Stephenie Spiker
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Go Green!
Help us save printing and postage costs, as well  
as paper, by registering to receive the newsletter online.  
Send an email to lhfoundation@ccf.org with your name 
and email address.

SAVE THE DATE 
Starry Night I Friday evening, August 1 I Under the Stars on Belle at Detroit
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Presented by Donald Martens & Sons Ambulance Services 

13th ANNUAL AMBULANCE CHASE

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2014
For more information contact Lakewood Hospital Foundation at 216-529-7009 or speere@ccf.org

Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation

Enhancing health and wellness through philanthropy 

f

LAKEWOOD PARK
Register online:  

lakewoodhospitalfoundation.org/ambulancechase or hermescleveland.com
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