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Timothy P. Spiro, 
MD, FACP

Chairman’s Report
The Cleveland Clinic Cancer program 
at Fairview Hospital is fully integrated 
into the Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center . 
This program is widely recognized as a 
“center of excellence” for cancer care 
on the west side of Cleveland, and 
has consistently been rated among 
the top cancer programs in the nation 
by the American College of Surgeons 
Commission on Cancer . 

In April 2014, we again completed 
a highly successful American College 

of Surgeons Commission on Cancer recertification survey. The 
program had no deficiencies, and received 7 commendations, the 
maximum possible . In addition, one of the surveyors, Dr . William 
Stanton, Medical Director of Cancer Care at the Scripps Clinic in 
San Diego, complimented our staff for the unique ideas and best 
practices that we have incorporated into the way we care for our 
patients .

In their final summation, the reviewers wrote: “The program is 
operating at a very high level, and is poised to expand . Their 
competence was well demonstrated during the survey . They 
worked efficiently and collaboratively to answer all surveyor 
questions . Truly a wonderful program .” We are preparing to 
undergo a reaccreditation survey in 2017 .

In February, 2015 we were surveyed by the National 
Accreditation Program for Breast Centers, a subsidiary of the 
American College of Surgeons . Our comprehensive breast 
program met every standard of this organization . We were the 
first program to be accredited in Ohio in 2009 and one of the 
first in the nation. We have had successful subsequent surveys in 
2012 and 2015 .

Progress in cancer care can only occur in an environment where 
research is encouraged . Clinical research of new treatments 
is important in saving lives and prolonging survival in cancer 
patients . All of our clinical trials are integrated with Cleveland 
Clinic Cancer Center and the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
a National Cancer Institute designated comprehensive cancer 
center program . There are fewer than 50 such NCI-designated 
cancer programs in the United States . In addition, the U.S. News 
& World Report, 2016-17 ranked Cleveland Clinic No .8 for 
cancer in the United States and No . 1 for cancer in Ohio . 

In addition, laboratory based research, and translational research 
(bringing findings from the laboratory to the bedside), are key to 
our progress in cancer care . This requires research funding . As 
National Cancer Institute budgets have declined in the last few 
years, fewer than 10 percent of grant requests have been funded . 

This means that many excellent ideas cannot be pursued . In 
2014, we launched Velosano (“Swift Cure”) Bike Ride to raise 
money for cancer research . In 2014 and 2015, $2 million and 
$3 million respectively was raised . 2016 was our third year, and 
the final amount raised this year was in excess of $3 million. The 
availability of these funds allows us to support between 15 and 
20 independent cancer research projects at Cleveland Clinic that 
would otherwise have gone unfunded .

In the last 10 years, the focus of cancer treatments has been on 
finding abnormal molecular pathways within the cancer cell, and 
then treating patients with drugs specifically designed to inhibit 
these molecular targets. As such, genomic profiling of cancers 
is now a standard procedure. We find the abnormal pathway in 
the cancer cell, and provide treatments that are specific to an 
individual patient’s cancer .

Additionally, we are now beginning to understand how the body’s 
immune system works, and how the immune system protects us 
against cancer . This knowledge has resulted in the development 
of drugs that bolster the patient’s immune system to treat their 
cancer .

Finally, good cancer care can only occur in the right environment . 
At Cleveland Clinic, we stand by our motto of “Patients first.” Our 
cancer center staff show an un-paralleled concern for the welfare 
of our patients .

Timothy P . Spiro, MD, FACP 
Director, Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview

In their final summation, the reviewers wrote: 

“The program is operating at a very high 

level as a network, and is poised to expand. 

Their competence was well demonstrated 

during the survey. They worked efficiently 

and collaboratively to answer all surveyor 

questions. Truly a wonderful program.”
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Strongsville resident Kathy Lazroff and her husband, Jim, 
have stitched together a close-knit family throughout their 
40 years of marriage . Their blended family includes four 
sons and seven grandchildren . With Jim’s retirement in 
2015, 73-year-old Kathy looked forward to making more 
trips to Columbus and Chicago to babysit .

Their plans, however, veered slightly off course when Kathy 
noticed some vaginal spotting . She was a nurse for 40 
years, and had worked for a gynecologist who warned that 
women over 70 should seek immediate medical attention if 
they have vaginal bleeding .

TAKING ACTION
That’s exactly what Kathy did . She made a next-day 
appointment with a certified nurse practitioner at Cleveland 
Clinic Strongsville Family Health and Surgery Center . 
Following an examination, the certified nurse practitioner 
ordered a blood test and booked an appointment for 
Kathy to have an endometrial biopsy at Cleveland Clinic 
Brunswick Family Health Center .

When both test results came back, they showed what Kathy 
had feared — she had uterine cancer . “When you get a 
cancer diagnosis, it’s like the world drops,” says Kathy . 

Wrapped in Love 
Cancer changes Kathy Lazroff’s life
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When faced with a 
cancer diagnosis, Kathy 
Lazroff received support 
from her husband, Jim, 
and comfort from a 
special group who makes 
quilts for patients at 
Fairview Hospital.
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Once she got her bearings and accepted her diagnosis, 
Kathy saw her internal medicine physician at 
Strongsville Family Health and Surgery Center, who 
referred her to Peter Rose, MD, Head of Gynecologic 
Oncology at Cleveland Clinic .

Dr . Rose told Kathy she’d have to undergo a 
hysterectomy with removal of the tubes and ovaries . 
“Kathy was found to have a high-grade cancer with 
metastasis and it was important to remove all of the 
tumor to obtain the best results,” he explains .

Kathy underwent surgery with experts from 
Gynecologic Oncology and Urogynecology at Cleveland 
Clinic’s main campus . After a short recovery time, 
the next step was additional therapy with sequential 
chemotherapy, radiation and chemotherapy at 
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital . “It 
was a little bit of a drive from our home in Strongsville, 
but, from the moment I arrived, everyone made me 
feel comfortable and at home,” recalls Kathy .

A SURPRISING GIFT
The morning of her first chemotherapy treatment, 
Kathy met with oncology social worker Gwen Paull, 
LISW-S, OSW-C . “I was nervous and apprehensive, 
but Gwen gave me a nice surprise that made my 
uneasiness disappear,” says Kathy .

Gwen gave Kathy a quilt made just for cancer patients, 
thanks to a quilting group from Faith Lutheran Church 
in Avon . “The quilts are such a special gift for patients 
undergoing chemo and radiation who spend many 
hours in treatment . They’re surprised to get such a 
beautiful gift made with love,” says Gwen .

The group makes the quilts for patients to use 
during treatments and take home when their care 
is complete . “Showing these patients that there are 
people who care about them, even though they don’t 
know them personally, gives you a warm fuzzy feeling 
inside,” says Shirley Dunham, the quilting group 
organizer .

Keeping warm with her quilt on her lap, Kathy began 
her first round of chemo. “She was prescribed three 
cycles of chemotherapy, three cycles of radiation 
and another three cycles of chemotherapy,” explains 
Dr . Rose . “Kathy and I are a team — we’re working 
together . With the care she’s receiving at Fairview 
and her positive attitude, I think we have a good 
combination for positive results .”

SUPPORT FROM ALL SIDES
Once Kathy finishes her treatments, she’ll continue to be in 
the care of Dr . Rose and the cancer team at Fairview . “I just 
love everyone at Fairview Hospital . Every single caregiver 
makes me feel like I’m the most important person in the 
world . 

“My cancer diagnosis is no longer something negative in 
my life . It showed me how many people truly care about 
me — my family, friends, caregivers and even strangers . My 
diagnosis has changed my life in a good way,” says Kathy .

LEARN MORE
To learn more about Cleveland Clinic cancer services at 
Fairview Hospital or another location near you, call the 
Cancer Answer Line at 216 .444 .HOPE .

A Warm Gesture
Fifteen years ago, a nurse from Fairview Hospital 
recruited members of Faith Lutheran Church to make 
quilts for cancer patients .

Patients use the quilts for comfort and warmth during 
treatment at Fairview Hospital, and take the quilts 
home with them when their treatment is completed .

“Just like quilting squares are pieced together to make 
a beautiful quilt, every member of our group comes 
together to play an important role . All of us are happy 
to help keep the patients warm inside and out,” says 
Shirley Dunham, the group’s leader .

Last year, the 15-member group donated 200 
handmade quilts . The group meets at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Avon the second and fourth Thursday 
of every month from 9 a .m . to noon . If you’re 
interested in volunteering, call Shirley Dunham 
at 440 .934 .6150 . Quilting supply donations are 
welcome .
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Comprehensive Services Offered

Medical Oncology
Our Cleveland Clinic physicians are 
board certified in medical oncology 
and/or hematology . All have expertise 
in diagnosing and treating all types of 
cancer .

Breast Surgery
Breast surgeons evaluate and treat 
patients with both breast cancer and 
benign breast conditions . We offer 
minimally invasive breast biopsy 
techniques, sentinel lymph node 
biopsy, oncoplastic surgery for breast 
conservation and nipple sparing 
mastectomies . A high risk clinic is 
available .

Gynecologic Oncology
Gynecologic cancers are diagnosed 
and may be treated with combinations 
of surgery, chemotherapy and radiation 
therapy . Robotically assisted surgery is 
offered as well as minimally invasive 
techniques .

Urology/Urologic Oncology
Both benign and cancerous conditions 
are diagnosed and treated . Robotic-
assisted surgery is an option . The 
multidisciplinary prostate clinic is 
available for the newly diagnosed 
patient with prostate cancer .

Radiation Oncology
Our leading edge treatment equipment 
includes the TrueBeam and Artiste 
linear accelerators . Services include 
Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy 
(IMRT), Image-Guided Radiation 
Therapy (IGRT), Volume Modulated 
Arc Therapy (VMAT) and prostate 
brachytherapy . 

Chemotherapy
The suite has 23 chairs where 
chemotherapy as well as other 
infusions (iron and blood) can be 
administered. The nurses are certified 
by the Oncology Nursing Society .

Nurse Navigators/ 
Support Nurses
Nurses work with physicians to 
plan the calendar of treatment, 
navigate through the different 
specialties and referrals, and provide 
a communication and support link 
between the physician and patient .

Pharmacists and Pharmacy
Specially trained Pharmacy staff 
members are solely dedicated to 
the Cancer Center . In addition to 
dispensing chemotherapy, a board 
certified oncology pharmacist is 
available for counseling patients and 
families .

Clinical Trials
Clinical trials are available in 
collaboration with Cleveland Clinic 
and the Case Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at Case Western Reserve 
University .

Genetic Counseling
On-site counseling and testing is 
available twice a month .

Laboratory Services
Lab services are located onsite 
for patient convenience and time 
efficiency.

Support Groups
There are general support groups such 
as I Can Cope®, and specific support 
groups such as the Gynecologic Group 
that meet monthly . Collaboration 
with the American Cancer Society 
on groups such as Look Good, Feel 
Better® is also available .

Survivorship Program
Under the auspices of an advanced 
practice nurse, the program offers 
classes and individual care planning 
for the future, after cancer treatment 
is finished.

Financial Counseling
Financial counselors are onsite daily 
to discuss Medicaid screening, charity 
care and general customer service .

Nutrition Support, Pastoral 
Care and Rehabilitation
Experts in all areas are part of our 
team .
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Commission on Cancer Certification:  
Cancer Center receives gold award  
and Outstanding Achievement Award
Commission on Cancer Certification
The Fairview/Lakewood Hospitals Integrated Network Cancer Program has 
been awarded a three year accreditation by the American College of Surgeons, 
Commission on Cancer (CoC). This prestigious accreditation recognizes select 
cancer programs across the nation that provide high-quality cancer care 
and a full range of services to diagnose, treat, and support cancer patients 
and their families . The survey was conducted in April, 2014 . In addition 
to full accreditation, the program received the gold award and Outstanding 
Achievement Award for having commendations in all possible standards:

• A high rate of patient participation in clinical trials
• A commitment to the education of the cancer registry staff
• Participation in the rapid reporting system to track performance measures 

in a timely fashion
• The cancer program’s production of an annual report
• College of Pathology protocols in reporting are followed
• Oncology nursing care is provided by nurses with a specialized skill set and 

competency is evaluated
• Annual submission of cases of cancer to the national data base which meet 

the quality criteria 

According to the CoC, cancer program surveys are a “comprehensive 
evaluation of the entire scope, organization and activity of a cancer program .” 
The program was evaluated by a physician surveyor and an administrator 
of a large cancer program who received special training to evaluate the 34 
standards set forth by the Commission .

In April, 2017 our triennial survey will occur . We will submit a request to be 
surveyed as a Comprehensive Community Cancer Center instead of a Network 
program because Lakewood Hospital closed in February, 2016 .

This prestigious 
accreditation recognizes 
select cancer programs 
across the nation that 
provide high-quality 
cancer care and a full 
range of services to 
diagnose, treat, and 
support cancer patients 
and their families. 

Radiation Therapy received 
accreditation from the American 
College of Radiology on May 1, 2014 . 
This is also a three year accreditation 
which was awarded to Cleveland 
Clinic main campus and all satellites, 
including Fairview Hospital . The award 
letter states that the accreditation 
shows the “highest standards of the 
radiation oncology profession .”

U .S . News & World Report Rankings
Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital received both local and statewide 
recognition in U.S. News & World Report’s 2016-17 “Best 
Hospitals” rankings . Fairview Hospital was ranked No .3 Hospital 
in Cleveland, and No . 4 Hospital in Ohio . Fairview also ranked 
nationally in 4 adult specialties, including No . 26 in Pulmonology, 
No . 32 in Gastroenterology & GI Surgery, No . 41 in Cardiology & 
Heart Surgery, and No . 41 in Geriatrics .
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Fairview Breast Center’s Excellence  
Recognized by Two Major Organizations

“Our goal is to have  
100 percent of  
Category 4 and 5 
patients seen for a 
biopsy within five 
days, as long as they 
have no medical 
problems that prevent 
this and their own 
schedule permits 
them to do it.” 

The patient is scheduled for a 
more comprehensive diagnostic 
mammogram within a week . 

The Center further distinguishes itself 
by offering a full spectrum of care for 
breast cancer patients . For example, it 
offers a free survivorship class to help 
women maximize their health after 
cancer treatment . 

“This type of program is not offered by 
all facilities, but we feel it is important 
as more and more women survive 
breast cancer today,” says Dr . Pratt . 
“We are committed to being there for 
our patients .” 

The Breast Health Center at Fairview Hospital is the only west side hospital to 
have achieved two major designations recognizing its excellence . 

Fairview was accredited seven years ago by the National Accreditation Program 
for Breast Centers, the first center in Ohio to do so. This program requires centers 
to meet 27 standards and go through a rigorous evaluation to review their 
performance . 

To maintain accreditation, centers must undergo an onsite review every three 
years. In 2012 and 2015, Fairview’s program was recertified for another three 
years . 

Fairview also has been recognized by the American College of Radiology as a 
Breast Imaging Center of Excellence . This designation looks at the quality of the 
mammograms, ultrasounds, breast MRI, and stereotactic biopsies performed at a 
center . 

“We are the only Breast Health Center on the west side to have both of these 
designations,” says Debra Pratt, MD, FACS, medical director of the Breast Health 
Center, part of Cleveland Clinic’s Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital . “We are 
very proud of the care we provide . We have opened our doors to let outside 
organizations critique us and help us identify areas in which we can improve . We 
are constantly reviewing our outcomes and making positive changes to benefit our 
patients .”

To enable patients to be quickly scheduled for a biopsy, the Breast Health Center 
created a Fast Track program in which nurses meet with these patients, consult 
with their primary care provider and help them get on a surgeon’s schedule 
sooner . 

“With the Fast Track process, patients who are Radiology Category 5 are getting 
their biopsy within five days,” Dr. Pratt says. These patients have a greater 
likelihood of having a cancer diagnosed based on their mammogram findings.

“Our goal is to have 100 percent of Category 4 and 5 patients seen for a biopsy 
within five days, as long as they have no medical problems that prevent this and 
their own schedule permits them to do it,” she says . 

Dr. Pratt adds that another significant improvement is the increased use of 
minimally invasive breast biopsies . National data, she says, suggest that only 60 
percent of patients who are suited for a minimally invasive breast biopsy undergo 
that procedure . At the Breast Health Center, the education and support provided 
to practitioners has resulted in a minimally invasive biopsy rate of over 90 percent .

Another improvement the center has made is to ask all women coming in for a 
routine screening mammogram if they have any palpable lumps in the breast(s). 
This indicates they need a diagnostic mammogram not a screening mammogram . 

approved cmyk colors
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Fairview/Lakewood Hospitals  
Integrated Network Conferences 

Under the direction of Anthony 
Mastroianni, MD, the Fairview/
Lakewood Hospitals Integrated 
Network held 87 weekly 
multidisciplinary Cancer Conferences 
between the two facilities, Fairview 
and Lakewood .

Cancer Conference physicians 
discussed staging and offered 
recommendations based on 
national guidelines in cancer patient 
management on all presented cases . 
The average weekly attendance 
was 16 attendees, which included 
medical and radiation oncologists, 
pathologists, diagnostic radiologists, 
surgeons, internists, residents, nurses 
and other allied health professionals .

2015 Cancer  
Conference Cases

SITE # OF 
CASES

Breast 566

Lung 20

Kidney/Renal 
Pelvis

17

Prostate 16

Lymph Nodes 15

Colon 13

Bladder 9

Endometrium 7

Rectum 7

Bone Marrow 6

2015 Network Top Analytic Sites  
per Sex

Women

Site # %

Breast 284 40 .40%

Corpus Uteri 80 11 .38%

Lung 80 11 .38%

Colon 50 7 .11%

Ovary 26 3 .70%

Kidney 23 3 .27%

Thyroid 20 2 .84%

Urinary Bladder 16 2 .28%

Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma

15 2 .13%

Cervix 14 1 .99%

Men

Site # %

Lung 66 17 .37%

Urinary Bladder 62 16 .32%

Prostate 57 15%

Colon 26 6 .84%

Kidney 25 6 .58%

Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma

19 5%

Rectum 10 2 .63%

Lip Oral Cavity 
Pharynx

10 2 .63%

Esophagus 9 2 .37%

Pancreas 9 2 .37%
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Oncology Data Services: Cancer Registry Report 
The cancer registry is an essential component of the 
Commission on Cancer (CoC) accredited cancer program. 
The Fairview Hospital Comprehensive Community Cancer 
Program (CCCP) is a strategic partner with CHAMPS Oncology 
Data Services (ODS) who staffs the registry with Certified 
Tumor Registrar’s and CoC consultants . ODS personnel help 
programs achieve their goals by collecting and reporting 
quality cancer data in support of their business planning and 
outreach initiatives .

Data collected by the cancer registry is an invaluable tool 
in the fight against cancer. As an accredited CoC program 
the registry collects demographic and disease specific data 
elements on each cancer patient presenting for diagnosis or 
treatment . The information collected is utilized by physicians, 

administration and other healthcare professionals . In 2015, 
there were 990 analytic and 132 non-analytic cases for 
a total of 1,122 cases accessioned . Analytic cases are 
submitted monthly to the Ohio Cancer Incidence Surveillance 
System (OCISS) and annually to the National Cancer Data 
Base (NCDB) for use in statistical analysis. Data collection 
performed by oncology data specialists is a crucial element in 
research and the development of clinical trials . Cancer registry 
data is instrumental in resource allocation, production of 
survival data and evaluating efficacy of treatment modalities.

 Continuing education is a priority for the staff of the Oncology 
Data Services . They are encouraged to attend all available 
educational venues to strengthen their knowledge of cancer 
diagnosis and treatment, and the management of that data .

2014 – Integrated Network Cancer Program Practice Profile Reports (CP3R) 
For Breast, Colon and Rectal Cancers

The National Cancer Data Base (NCDB) records and stores data from cancer programs nationwide. This repository allows 
cancer programs to compare their patient characteristics, cancer types, treatments and outcomes with other programs . The 
National Quality Forum (NQF) identified and endorsed the quality metrics listed below as indicators of quality oncology care. 
Commission on Cancer-approved programs can access the data and compare their performance on these indicators to other 
programs . Data is based on 2014 data which is the most current data released from the National Cancer Data Base . The 
last column reflects the percentage of the Network Cancer Program. A comparison is made to State and National metrics.

SITE MEASURES State NCDB 2014

BREAST Radiation therapy is administered within 1 year (365 days) of diagnosis for 
women under age 70 receiving breast conserving surgery for breast cancer . 
[BCSRT]

93 .4% 90 .4% 97 .3%

Combination chemotherapy is considered or administered within 4 months 
(120 days) of diagnosis for women under 70 with AJCC T1c N0 M0, or 
Stage II or III ERA and PRA negative breast cancer . [MAC]

93 .6% 91 .5% 100%

Tamoxifen or third generation aromatase inhibitor is considered or 
administered within 1 year (365 days) of diagnosis for women with AJCC 
T1c N0 M0, or Stage II or III ERS and/or PRA positive breast cancer . [HT]

93 .6% 89 .5% 97 .9%

COLON Adjuvant chemotherapy is considered or administered within 4 months 
(120 days) of diagnosis for patients under the age of 80 with AJCC Stage 
III (lymph node positive) colon cancer. [ACT]

89 .4% 86 .7% 87 .5 %

At least 12 regional lymph nodes are removed and pathologically examined 
for resected colon cancer . [12RLN]

91 .5% 90 .9% 100%

RECTUM Radiation therapy is considered or administered within 6 months (180 
days) of diagnosis for patients under the age of 80 of with clinical or 
pathologic AJCC T4N0M0 or Stage III receiving surgical resection for rectal 
cancer . [AdjRT]

84 .7% 85 .6% 100%
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Primary Site Tabulation for 2015
Diagnostic Site Gender Class of Case STAGE (Analytic Cases) Total 

Male Female Analytic Non- 
Analytic 

0 I II III IV NA UNK Totals 

ORAL CAVITY, PHARYNX 10 3 13 0 0 2 0 2 9 0 0 13

 Lip 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Tongue 2 2 4 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 4

 Salivary Gland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Floor of Mouth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Gum, Other Mouth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Tonsil 6 0 6 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 6

 Nasopharynx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Oropharynx 2 1 3 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 3

 Hypopharynx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Other Oral Cavity and Pharynx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM 82 73 146 9 0 21 28 45 40 3 9 155

 Esophagus 9 4 13 0 0 0 3 2 7 0 1 13

 Stomach 4 5 9 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 1 9

 Small Intestine 5 1 5 1 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 6

 Colon, Rectum, Anus 42 50 87 5 0 16 21 29 17 0 4 92

 Colon Excluding Rectum 28 41 65 4 0 10 16 23 13 0 3 69

 Cecum 7 12 18 1 0 1 3 6 6 0 2 19

 Appendix 2 3 5 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 1 5

 Ascending Colon 3 6 9 0 0 3 1 4 1 0 0 9

 Hepatic Flexure 2 6 8 0 0 4 1 1 2 0 0 8

 Transverse Colon 3 6 8 1 0 1 3 3 1 0 0 9

 Splenic Flexure 1 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2

 Descending Colon 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2

 Sigmoid Colon 8 6 13 1 0 0 5 5 3 0 0 14

 Large Intestine, NOS 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

 Rectosigmoid, Rectum, Anus 14 9 22 1 0 6 5 6 4 0 1 23

 Rectosigmoid Junction 3 1 4 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 4

 Rectum 8 2 9 1 0 5 2 2 0 0 0 10

 Anus, Anal Canal, Anorectum 3 6 9 0 0 1 2 4 1 0 1 9

 Liver, Gallbladder, Intrahep Bile Duct 10 3 12 1 0 4 0 2 2 1 3 13

 Liver 4 1 5 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 1 5

 Gallbladder 1 2 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3

 Intrahepatic Bile Duct 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2

 Other Biliary 3 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 3

 Pancreas 10 8 16 2 0 1 1 4 10 0 0 18

 Retroperitoneum 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Peritoneum, Omentum, Mesentery 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2

 Other Digestive Organs 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
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Primary Site Tabulation for 2015
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 74 81 150 5 0 31 17 23 77 1 1 155

 Nose, Nasal Cavity, Middle Ear 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

 Larynx 6 1 7 0 0 5 1 0 1 0 0 7

 Pleura 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Lung and Bronchus 68 79 142 5 0 26 16 23 76 0 1 147

 Non-Small Cell 58 62 115 5 0 25 13 19 57 0 1 120

 Small Cell 7 13 20 0 0 1 3 4 12 0 0 20

 Other Lung 3 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 7

 Trachea 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Mediastinum, Other Resp . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BONES, JOINTS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SOFT TISSUE INCLUDING HEART 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3

SKIN 8 4 12 0 3 3 0 2 4 0 0 12

 Skin: Melanoma 7 3 10 0 3 2 0 1 4 0 0 10

 Skin: Other Non-Epithelial 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2

 Epithelial Skin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BREAST 2 296 282 16 50 133 65 22 12 0 0 298

 Female Breast 0 296 280 16 49 133 64 22 12 0 0 296

 Male Breast 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2

FEMALE GENITAL SYSTEM 0 135 123 12 0 54 13 28 17 0 11 135

 Cervix Uteri 0 15 14 1 0 3 2 5 4 0 0 15

 Corpus, Uterus: NOS 0 77 73 4 0 40 4 14 5 0 10 77

 Corpus Uteri 0 77 73 4 0 40 4 14 5 0 10 77

 Uterus: NOS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Ovary 0 32 26 6 0 7 6 5 8 0 0 32

 Vagina 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

 Vulva 0 8 7 1 0 4 1 1 0 0 1 8

 Other Female Genital Organs 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2

MALE GENITAL SYSTEM 81 0 61 20 0 8 21 13 15 0 4 81

 Prostate 76 0 57 19 0 7 20 12 15 0 3 76

 Testis 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2

 Penis 3 0 2 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 3

 Other Male Genital Organs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

URINARY SYSTEM 95 42 132 5 57 45 10 7 8 0 5 137

 Urinary Bladder 65 18 78 5 52 14 6 2 2 0 2 83

 Kidney 25 21 46 0 0 31 4 5 4 0 2 46

 Renal Pelvis 4 1 5 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 5

 Ureter 1 2 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

 Other Urinary Organs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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EYE, ORBIT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Eye, Orbit: Non-Melanoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Eye, Orbit: Melanoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BRAIN, OTHER NERVOUS SYSTEM 6 11 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 17

 Brain: Malignant 3 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 7

 Cranial Nerves, Other Nervous 
System

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Brain-CNS: Benign, Borderline 3 7 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 10

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM 9 16 24 1 0 14 1 5 1 0 3 25

 Thyroid 9 16 24 1 0 14 1 5 1 0 3 25

 Thymus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Adrenal Gland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Other Endocrine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Endocrine: Benign, Borderline 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LYMPHOMA 22 20 37 5 0 7 9 4 8 1 8 42

 Hodgkin Lymphoma 0 4 3 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 4

 Hodgkin - Nodal 0 4 3 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 4

 Hodgkin - Extranodal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 22 16 34 4 0 7 7 3 8 1 8 38

 NHL - Nodal 17 13 27 3 0 4 7 3 7 0 6 30

 NHL - Extranodal 5 3 7 1 0 3 0 0 1 1 2 8

MYELOMA 4 3 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 7

LEUKEMIA 4 9 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 13

 Lymphocytic Leukemia 2 5 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 7

 Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia 2 4 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 6

 Other Lymphocytic Leukemia 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

 Non-Lymphocytic Leukemia 2 4 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6

 Acute Myeloid Leukemia 2 4 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6

 Acute Monocytic Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Chronic Myeloid Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Other Myeloid-Monocytic Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Other Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Other Acute Leukemia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Aleukemic, subleukemic and NOS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

MESOTHELIOMA 3 0 3 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 3

KAPOSI SARCOMA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

MISCELLANEOUS 14 11 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 25

OTHER SITE: BENIGN, 
BORDERLINE

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS 415 706 1045 76 110 320 165 152 191 65 42 1121

Primary Site Tabulation for 2015
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Community Outreach 
The Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital 
strives to meet the health needs of the community by 
providing education, prevention, and screening programs 
to the surrounding neighborhoods . Our agenda is driven 
by the hospital’s Community Health Needs Assessment, 
which identifies gaps in knowledge and services that can 
be impacted by our interventions . We work to collaborate 
with other community agencies and resources in order to 
maximize our efforts .

Colorectal Cancer Awareness Day
Outreach staff provided an interactive health game to 

increase awareness and educate 
both staff and visitors alike on 
the current colorectal cancer 
screening guidelines, on March 
10, in recognition of Colon 
Cancer Awareness Month . 
Approximately 150 people 
received important information 
on early detection and 
colonoscopy . We partnered with 
the Cleveland Clinic Digestive 
Disease & Surgery Institute to 
provide this service . 

New You, North Olmsted  
Fitness Challenge
Community 
Relations staff 
partnered with 
the City of North 
Olmsted, the North 
Olmsted Recreation 
Department, Key 
Bank, Prescription 
Fitness, and Rite 
Aid Pharmacy to 
deliver this 8 week 
community fitness 
program . The 
2016 CHNA for 
Fairview Hospital’s 

Cancer Program Community Outreach

neighborhoods state that “poor eating habits and physical 
inactivity were identified in nearly every interview as 
significant health concerns. Interviewees indicated that 
while both exercise facilities and affordable, healthy food 
options were accessible to the community, many residents 
lacked motivation to take advantage of these resources . 
Interviewees attributed the increasingly sedentary 
lifestyles of residents to job stress and a lack of time to 
exercise or prepare healthy meals . Unhealthy lifestyles are 
contributing to chronic disease in the community .” The 
Fitness Challenge combined health education sessions 
with a structured exercise program for participants . The 
average weight loss for the 49 participants was 4 lbs . 
each .

Relay for Life
The Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital 
supported the American Cancer Center and Relay for Life 
efforts in a multi-city event that occurred in June, at the 
Westlake High School . The communities of Rocky River, 
Fairview Park, Westlake and North Olmsted participated, 
and were supported with a walking team, a financial 
donation, and donation of survivor gifts .

Male Cancers 
For Men Only: Stay Strong, Live Long

The fact that minority 
men in Ohio have a 
higher rate of colorectal 
and lung cancer 
prompted the cancer 
outreach planning 
committee to plan a 
men’s outreach event at 
the Cudell Recreation 
Center, a City of 
Cleveland facility 
located in a diverse 
neighborhood with 
a high Community 
Need Index rating of 
5 .0 . Screenings for 
cholesterol, blood 

You are invited to join this fun competition, sponsored by the Cleveland Clinic, the 
N.Olmsted Recreation Center, and local businesses. Our goal is to educate and inform you on current health trends, as well as motivate you to stick with a fitness 
program this summer.
Weekly programming will include a Walk and Talk session with a health professional, where Cleveland Clinic specialists and other professionals will give updates on their field of expertise, and answer questions.SCHEDULE:  Sat. June 4, 8 to 11 a.m. – Kick-off with initial health screenings for blood pressure, total cholesterol, blood sugar, and BMI. You MUST register for a time slot for screenings  Wed. June 8 through Wed. July 27, 6 to 7:30 p.m. –  Weekly Wednesday Walk and Talk Sessions  Sat. July 30 – Final Weigh-In

WHERE:  North Olmsted Recreation Center, 26000 Lorain Rd, North Olmsted, 44070
COST: FREE
OTHER BENEFITS:
• Weekly Healthy Recipes
• Increasing mileage each week• Prizes for top 6 participants, (based on participation in walks, screenings, and improvement in weight) will be one year membership to the Rec CenterRegister online at  

register.parksreconline.com/wbwsc/northolmsted.wsc/wbsplash.html?wbp=1  or call 440.734.8200

New You,  
North Olmsted!
Adult Fitness Challenge

The Healthy 
Community Initiative 
is a collaborative effort 
between Cleveland 
Clinic and community 
partners to promote 
optimal health and 
wellness. Based on 
the community health 
needs assessment and 
utilizing combined 
resources within our 
local communities, 
Healthy Community  
Initiative programs will 
be customized around 
three core areas: 
education, nutrition 
and physical activity.

Tuesday, November 1, 2016

Cudell Recreation Center1910 West Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44102

4 to 5:30 p.m.  
Registration and Screenings

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Speakers

6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Dinner and Raffles

FREE EVENT
Reservations and more information: clevelandclinic.org/menshealthevent or call 216.476.4673 

For Men Only:
Stay Strong, 
Live Long
A men’s health event brought to you by Fairview and Lutheran Hospitals and Cleveland Clinic Minority Men’s Health Center

Did you know that men in Ohio are at a higher risk for developing colon and lung cancer? Join us to learn how to decrease your risk factors and stay healthy. This FREE event includes health screenings, health discussions with Cleveland Clinic doctors, raffle prizes and dinner.
Health screenings include:
• Cholesterol 
• Blood Pressure 

• Blood Sugar 
• BMI 

• HIV

Carlos Romero-Marrero, MD
Gastroenterologist, 
Cleveland Clinic Digestive Disease & Surgery Institute

Andre Smith, MD
Pulmonologist, 
Cleveland Clinic  
Respiratory Institute

General Information

American Cancer Society

800.227.2345 | cancer.org

Programs & services to help manage 

cancer treatments & recovery. 

Research is central to find causes & 

cures of cancer.

American Institute for Cancer 

Research (AICR)
800.843.8114 | airc.org

Fosters research on diet & 

prevention & offers educational 

services.

American Society for Radiation 

(ASTRO)
800.962.7876 
astro.org | rtanswers.org

ASTRO is dedicated to improving 

patient care through education, 

clinical practice, advancement of 

science & advocacy.

CanCare
888.461.0028 | CanCare.org

A nonprofit cancer support network 

which utilizes volunteers to improve 

the quality of life for cancer survivors 

& their families.

Caring Connections

800.658.8898 | CaringInfo.org

Provides people with information & 

support caring for a loved one, living 

with illness or grieving a loss.

Coping with Cancer magazine

615.790.2400 | copingmag.com

Fight Colorectal Cancer

877.427.2111 
info@fightcolorectalcancer.org

Political attention to needs of 

patients. Answer line is toll free 

service that responds to questions 

about colorectal cancer and info re: 

clinical trials.

Colorectal Cancer Control Program

800.232.4636 | cdcinfo@cdc.gov

Colorectal Cancer Coalition 

888.528.9501
fightcolorectalcancer.org

A national organization that includes 

research and mission to improve 

screening, diagnosis and treatment.

Patient Resource Cancer Guide

800.497.7530
patientresource.com

Guide to facilities and treatment for 

people with life altering diseases; 

guide is free of charge.

First Call For Help United Way 

Community Resources 

211cleveland.org
Telephone resource directory in 

various counties.

Livestrong
866.673.7205| livestrong.org

Provides info regarding: fertility, 

insurance, emotional support, 

information about clinical trials for 

patients & caregivers & healthy 

lifestyles information.

Mautner Project 
The National Lesbian Health 

Organization
866.628.8637
MautnerProject.org  

Improves health of lesbians, bisexual 

& transgender women who have 

life threatening illnesses. Provides 

support groups & education about 

health issues.

Colorectal Cancer Network

colorectal.cancer.net

Nonprofit foundation offers info  

re: symptoms, treatment and 

support for patients.

National Cancer Institute

800.422.6237 | cancer.gov

Provides wide range of research 

to improve the delivery of cancer 

interventions to patients & 

caregivers.

National Coalition  

for Cancer/Survivorship

877.622.7937
canceradvocacy.org

Advocate for quality cancer care and 

empowers cancer survivors through 

publications and programs which 

provide tools for self-advocacy.

National Comprehensive 

Cancer Network
215.690.0300 | nccn.com

Patient advocate group focusing on 

reform of the health care system. 

Includes legislation, regulation, 

payment issues & studies.

National Lymphedema Network

800.541.3259 | lymphnet.org

Nonprofit organization provides 

education & management of 

lymphedema, risk reduction 

practices for all who are at risk or 

affected by lymphedema. Research 

guides for treatment are provided.

Lymphedema class @  

Fairview Hospital
216.476.0683
Quarterly classes with O.T. 

Jean Ellsworth-Wolk, Oncology RN

OncoLink.org
The web’s first cancer resource, 

provides comprehensive info 

on coping with cancer, cancer 

treatments & cancer research 

advances.

Cancer.net
cancer.net/portal/site/pt.

Cancer info from the American 

Cancer Society of Clinical Oncology. 

Includes: cancer types, treatments, 

survivorship, advocacy and 

resources. 

CancerEducation.com 

cancereducation.com

Educational programming and 

info for professionals, patients and 

family. 

United Ostomy Associations of 

America
800.826.0826 | ostomy.org

Info and advocacy services and 

affiliates with support groups for 

intestinal and urinary diversions.

Wig Information

Taussig/Cleveland Clinic Main 

Campus
1st floor-R Building M-F 

216.445.6885 

American Cancer Society

800.227.2345 | cancer.org 

The Gathering Place

216.595.9546
touchedbycancer.org   

Good Wishes
goodwishesscarves.org 

Free, one time head covering. 

Financial Aid 

CancerCare
800.813.4673
Cancercare.org/financial

Limited financial assistance and 

social work couselors. 

Chris 4 Life Colon Cancer 

Foundation
773.551.5434 | chris4life.org

$250 grant; helps with childcare, 

transportation, groceries, cleaning 

services and wigs. 

Chronic Disease Fund  

cdfund.org
Provides financial assistance for 

medical copays for specific cancers.

Colon Cancer Alliance

877.422.2030 | ccalliance.org

A buddy matching system that 

provides peer to peer support for 

newly diagnosed patients and 

caregivers, and an online support 

community.

Blue Note Fund (financial assitance)

202.628.0123
$300 grant for colon cancer patients 

in treatment; assists with rent, food 

and utilities. 

Ostomy Supplies
202.628.0123 | ccalliance.org 

Dawn E. Petersen Foundation, Inc. 

715.546.8228 | depf.org

Grants to support families living with 

serious illness.

Healthwell Foundation  

800.675.8416
healthwellfoundation.org

Provides financial assistance for 

insurance copays, co-insurance 

& premiums for inpatient medical 

treatments.

I’m Too Young For This  

Cancer Foundation 

877.735.4673 | 

imtooyoungforthis.org

Education, support & financial 

assistance for patients, survivors & 

caregivers ages 15-40.

Karen E. Mumford Cancer 

Foundation  
216.214.8691
kemfoundation.org  

Minority based organization 

providing information, support 

& finance assistance for cancer 

patients.

Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Hillcrest Hospital 

Colorectal  Cancer Resource Guide

*  social work assistance required

** financial assistance, cost of living

*** financial assistance, medical related
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glucose, blood pressure, BMI, depression, as well as 
HIV testing, fecal occult blood test kits, and flu shots 
were provided free of charge to the participants . This 
was followed by educational sessions on colorectal 
cancer by Carlos Romero-Marrero, MD and lung cancer 
by Andre Smith, MD . Our partners in this venture were 
the Cleveland Department of Health, May Dugan, Care 
Alliance, Lutheran Hospital, Neighborhood Family 
Practice, Gateway Health,and theTaussig Cancer Institute .

Female Cancers
Ovarian Cancer Outreach

This was a new outreach effort in 2016 to raise awareness 
of ovarian cancer incidence, signs, symptoms and 
treatment . The event took place on September 7 outside 
the hospital cafeteria . Approximately 80 participants, both 
men and women, received a pamphlet, “101 Questions on 
Ovarian Cancer,” and teal-colored nail polish .

HOPE Program (Breast Cancer Screening Program)

Breast cancer screenings 
were held simultaneously 
on May 17 at the 
Breast Health Center 
at Fairview Hospital 
and Lutheran Hospital 
Radiology Department . 
The screenings targeted 
both insured and 
uninsured women, 
and in the Lutheran 
community, Hispanic 
women were targeted 
through special 
messaging in both 
English and Spanish . 
Uninsured women, or 
those with a high deductible were able to have a clinical 
breast exam and mammograms using funding from the 
National Breast Cancer Foundation and the Community 
West Foundation . Screenings were held in response to 
the Community Health Needs Assessment that identified 
women in our service areas as having a higher risk for 
late-stage breast cancer incidence . Despite the advent 
of the Affordable Care Act, there are many women who 
are still uninsured in our area, and those who are newly 
insured also benefitted from the screenings by providing 

easy access to both an exam and a mammogram in their 
community . The overall goal of the screening program is 
to reduce the number of patients with late-stage disease 
by encouraging annual mammograms for women over 40, 
and providing education on breast health awareness at 
screening events . 

Breast Health Fair

Community outreach begins at home with a fair to 
raise awareness of breast health for hospital employees 
and visitors . On October 20, in honor of breast cancer 
awareness month, the staff at the Moll Pavilion, under the 
direction of Mary Longdon, PA, organized a fun lunch time 
event. Armed with health questions, educational fliers, 
and goodies, the staff greeted hundreds of employees and 
visitors . 

Kamm’s Corner Farmer’s Market

Breast Health staff distributed breast health educational 
materials (including screening guidelines), information 
on nutrition, exercise and cancer prevention to over 100 
women, along with cutting boards to encourage healthy 
nutrition through the use of fresh fruits and vegetables .

Youth Outreach
New Teen Cancer Programs Initiated

190 children learned about lung and skin cancer at 
Berea-Midpark High School on March 15, 2016 . This 
new module was developed specifically to address risky 
behaviors in teens that expose them to cancer, such as 
smoking, chewing tobacco and tanning . Pre and post 
tests revealed significant knowledge increase related to 
the risks of skin and lung cancer, and preventive methods 
to decrease lifetime risk of any cancer . Additionally, 61 
students at Fairview High School received breast and 
testicular cancer education from community relations 
staff in each 10th grade health class . Pre and post tests 
showed significant knowledge increase as related to 
recommended frequency of self-breast and self-testicular 
exams . The value of these programs is evident in the pre 
and post test statistics as well as the consistent request 
from teachers to return to present to more classes .

Teen Health Fair at St. Ignatius High School

The Cancer Center Outreach team partnered with Lutheran 
Hospital Community Outreach for a Teen Health Fair at St . 
Ignatius High School on Friday, April 29 . The health fair 

Tuesday, May 17
4 to 8 p.m.
Choose the location most convenient for you:
Lutheran Hospital Radiology 1730 W. 25 St. 
Cleveland, 44113

Fairview Hospital Breast Health Center 
18200 Lorain Ave. 
Cleveland, 44111

Breast Cancer Screening
Schedule a clinical breast exam and get your yearly mammogram too.
If you have insurance, we will bill your provider. If you have an existing prescription for a mammogram, you may attend this event, also.

Free breast exam and mammograms available for uninsured women who qualify fi nancially, through a grant from the National Breast Cancer Foundation.
Yearly mammograms should start at age 40, unless you have a family history. Special gift for fi rst-time mammogram participants! 

• Prompt service
• Private changing and waiting rooms• Expert, caring female mammography technologists
For more information or to schedule your exam and mammogram at either location, call 216.476.HOPE (4673). 
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Free Skin Cancer Screening

Saturday, May 7, 2016

8 a.m. to Noon

Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center  

at Fairview Hospital

18200 Lorain Ave., 

Moll Pavilion, Second Floor

Cleveland, 44111

 A visual inspection by a dermatologist 

will be provided.

Free Parking in Moll Pavilion lot ONLY

Register for an appointment online at 

fairviewhospital.org.

 
In partnership with the  

Cleveland Dermatological Society

was planned by the pre-med students at the school and 
included a focus on lung and oral cancer risks associated 
with tobacco use, and testicular cancer awareness . Over 
300 young males received health education and also 
exposure to physicians in various aspects of medicine, 
including one of our radiation oncologists .

Westlake High School Wellness Fair 

Staff volunteers educated more than 400 students on 
breast health, testicular health, stroke prevention, anti-
tobacco issues and sexual assault/dating violence at the 
wellness fair on March 23 .

The Biology of Cancer Education

Our oncology Clinical Nurse Specialist provided an 
educational session on cancer pathophysiology and cancer 
prevention to the sixth grade health class of Avon Middle 
School (450 students) May 11, 2016.

Additional Outreach
Skin Cancer Screening

Due to public demand, the Cancer Outreach team 
provided skin cancer screenings on May 7 to 116 
individuals . Several members of the community had 
complained about their inability to be seen at other 

Breast Health Community Outreach 

The Cancer Network of Fairview and 
Lakewood hospitals is committed to 
providing state-of-the art breast health 
care to women in our community, 
regardless of their financial status. 

Scientific and epidemiological data have 
been used to improve survival rate by 
diagnosing breast cancers earlier and by 
educating women on breast health and 
screening guidelines . By correlating our 
data with the Ohio Department of Health, 
we can show where the highest incidence 
of later stage breast cancer occurred 
geographically, by zip code .

free screenings in the 
area, or that they had 
no insurance to cover 
dermatology checks . 
No melanomas were 
detected, but numerous 
basal cell and 
squamous cell cancers 
were presumptively 
diagnosed .We partnered 
with the Cleveland 
Dermatological Society 
and several community 
physicians to provide 
this service .

Annual Triumph for the Cure  
Golf Outing 

Over 100 golfers raised more than 
$20,000 to benefit the Breast 
Health Center at Fairview Hospital . 
Held at Westwood Country Club in 
Rocky River, the event is sponsored 
by Community West Foundation . 

______________________________________________________  _________________________________________________

Name of Team      Contact Person/PhonePlayer Information:

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Name     Phone    Email    _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Address    City   State/Zip  2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Name     Phone    Email    _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Address    City   State/Zip  3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Name     Phone    Email    _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Address    City   State/Zip  4. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Name     Phone    Email    _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Address    City   State/Zip  

Team and Player Information   Show your support by wearing pink!

Send completed form and check made payable to:
Triumph for the Cure
20545 Center Ridge Road, #448Cleveland, OH 44116
Questions?
Call Pat Kubene-Simacek at 216.476.7390 or fax 216.476.9730.

Sponsorship total from inside brochure    $__________________I cannot attend, but would like to contribute    $__________________
TOTAL PAYMENT DUE      $__________________
  I would like to include an item in the goody bag distributed at the event. 

125 items are needed in total.
Online payment at communitywestfoundation.org/events  Convenience fee will be applied.

Monday, June 20, 2016Westwood Country Club22625 Detroit Road, Rocky River
To benefit the Breast Health Center, Cleveland Clinic, Fairview Hospital.
Presented by the Community West Foundation and the Triumph for the Cure Golf Committee

Debra Pratt, MD, FACS Chairperson

Triumph Fore the Cure23rd Annual Women’s Golf Scramble  |  Turning the greens to pink!

Sponsored by:
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Panera Pink Ribbon Bagel Campaign

Fairview hospital joined other cancer providers throughout 
the Cleveland Clinic health system to support the 
Panera Pink Ribbon Bagel campaign . In 2016, the Pink 
Ribbon Bagel campaign sold more than 40,000 bagels 
throughout Greater Cleveland . A portion of the proceeds 
benefit cancer programs throughout the Cleveland Clinic 
enterprise .

Pink Tab

Each year the Cancer Center supports the pink tabs 
sponsored by the local newspapers in Cuyahoga and Lorain 
Counties . This provides an opportunity for Cancer Center 
oncologists and support staff to educate the community 
about prevention, new treatments and support services .

Guitars for Girls

A sold-out crowd enjoyed the 2016 Guitars for Girls 
concert at Lorain County Community College Stocker 

Arts Center on October 12 . Cleveland Clinic Cancer 
Centers at Fairview Hospital and Lorain Family 
Health and Surgery Center were the presenting 
sponsors of the event, which was promoted through 
radio and web advertisements on WGAR . Caregivers 
from Fairview Hospital and the Lorain Family Health 
& Surgery Center provided an onsite presence 
for Cleveland Clinic cancer care at the event and 
attendees received pink Cleveland Clinic branded 
bandanas . Proceeds from the event were donated 
to the Susan G . Komen Foundation . Debra Pratt, 
MD, Medical Director of the Cleveland Clinic Cancer 
Center at Fairview Hospital presented the check .

Being diagnosed with 

cancer is overwhelming 

and confusing.  
Diane Radford, MD, 

breast cancer specialist 

at Cleveland Clinic main 

campus and Beachwood 

Family Health Center, 

and Ashley Simpson, DO, 

breast cancer specialist 

at South Pointe Hospital, 

address some common 

questions to help you 

understand breast  
cancer and its treatment 

options:

1. What type of 
breast cancer do I 
have?

Doctors classify breast 

cancers in a number of 

different ways. The most 

basic is where the cancer 

cells originate. Origin 

is a factor in how the 

cancer can behave and 

helps decide the kind of 

treatment you’ll get.

• Infiltrating or invasive 

ductal carcinomas, 
which account for most 

breast cancers – 70 to 

80 percent – start in 

the milk ducts. They 

have broken through 

the milk duct’s wall and 

proliferated into the 

breast’s fatty and fibrous 

tissue.
• Invasive lobular carcinomas, which start in the milk-

producing glands, or lobules, account for 10 percent of 

breast cancers. They’re also capable of spreading.

• Ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) breast cancers are 

non-invasive, meaning they don’t have the ability 

to spread via lymphatics or blood stream. They’re 

contained within the milk ducts. 

2. How big is my tumor?
Tumor size is another factor that will determine 

your course of treatment. The tumor’s dimensions are 

estimated based on a physical exam, mammogram and 

an ultrasound or MRI of the breast. The precise size 

won’t be known until a pathologist studies the tumor 

after surgical removal.

3. Is the cancer in my lymph nodes?

Whether your breast cancer has spread to your lymph 

nodes is one of the most important predictors of the 

severity of your disease. When breast cancer cells have 

spread to the lymph nodes, more aggressive treatment 

options are usually discussed.

4. What is the stage of my cancer?
Staging is a standardized way of classifying the severity 

of a patient’s cancer. 
Stages I through IV reflect a tumor’s size, lymph node 

involvement and the extent of metastasis. A higher stage 

means that the cancer is more advanced.

Doctors use staging to plan treatment and gauge 

prognosis.

5. What is the grade of my tumor?
Grading is based on the cancer cells’ appearance under 

a microscope.
The more abnormal the cells appear, the more likely 

they are to grow and spread quickly. Grades usually run 

from 1 to 3. Grade 3 tumors tend to grow rapidly and 

spread faster.

6. What is my estrogen receptor and 

progesterone receptor status?
Your body’s hormones, such as estrogen and 

progesterone, may play a role in how your breast cancer 

progresses. Normal cells are equipped with receptors 

that allow them to receive information from circulating 

hormones.
If your breast cancer cells have estrogen and 

progesterone receptors – in medical language, if they’re 

ER/PR-positive – then they’re capable of detecting 

estrogen’s signal and using it to fuel growth. If the cancer 

cells lack the receptors – ER/PR-negative – then they 

can’t hear the growth-signaling message.

Your ER/PR status is determined by testing a sample 

of breast cancer cells removed during a biopsy. About 70 

percent of breast cancer patients have positive ER/PR 

hormone status. 

• With ER/PR-positive tumors, doctors can take 

7 Questions to ask your doctor about 

your breast cancer diagnosis.
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Diane Radford, MD
Breast Surgeon
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Beachwood Family Health and  

Surgery Center

There are many questions women face when they are diagnosed with 

breast cancer. Fortunately, women have better breast reconstruction options 

than ever before. In most cases, reconstruction can even begin at the same 

time as a mastectomy.

“Often, just knowing that there are options helps women plan and get 

through a difficult time,” says Graham Schwarz, MD, a plastic surgeon at 

Cleveland Clinic main campus and Hillcrest Hospital. “We can help them 

feel whole again.”
There are two main categories of reconstruction: implant-based and own-

tissue-based.

Implant-based reconstruction
Implant-based reconstruction offers good aesthetic results for many 

women. Results are often best in women with small- to medium-sized 

frames.
Surgeons most commonly place a tissue expander — think of it as a 

placeholder — during the initial surgery, then place permanent implants 

later. This type of reconstruction does not add substantial time to the 

mastectomy and does not prolong the hospital stay. Recovery time is 

typically about two to three weeks.

“I always advise patients that reconstruction is a process. But if you 

weigh the pros and cons and make the right decision for yourself, you can 

get very good results,” says plastic surgeon Andrea Moreira, MD, who 

sees patients at Cleveland Clinic main campus, Hillcrest Hospital, and 

Beachwood Family Health and Surgery Center. 

Like any procedure, breast reconstruction with implants comes with 

drawbacks. For one thing, it happens in stages and may require multiple 

minor in-office procedures after the initial surgery. In addition, some women 

may develop excessive scar tissue, implant leakage or implant rupture over 

time, and require additional procedures in the future.

Own-tissue reconstruction
This type of reconstruction has one distinct advantage: It uses your 

tissue, taken from the lower abdomen in the case of the “DIEP flap” 

reconstruction.
“This tissue gains and loses weight with you and changes as your body 

changes,” says plastic surgeon Raymond Isakov, MD, who practices at 

Cleveland Clinic main campus and the Beachwood and Twinsburg family 

health centers. “The consistency is like your own breast tissue, and it’s 

arguably a more natural appearance.” And because you’re not placing 

foreign objects in your body, there’s less risk of infection and scarring issues 

and no risk of rupture.
However, own-tissue reconstruction requires about four to five days in 

the hospital for monitoring, and recovery time is about four to six weeks. In 

addition, very thin women who do not have a lot of extra tissue may not be 

candidates.

Timing is everything
Many women don’t realize they have options related to the timing of 

reconstruction. 
Now most women can have immediate reconstruction — meaning the 

first stage of surgery is done at the same time as a mastectomy. For women 

with just the right body type and treatment plan, there are even single-stage 

reconstructions, when the implants or tissue can be placed right then and 

there, without additional reconstructive surgeries.

However, a mixed approach may be better for women who need radiation 

treatment after surgery and prefer their own tissue. Your surgeon may 

want to place a tissue expander during the mastectomy to preserve the 

breast skin, then wait to complete the final reconstruction. “Radiation and 

chemotherapy are important, but can make tissue healing a challenge,” Dr. 

Schwarz says. “That’s why we always work closely with other physicians on 

the multidisciplinary breast cancer team.”

To schedule a consultation with Dr. Isakov, Dr. Moreira, Dr. Schwarz, 

or another Cleveland Clinic breast reconstruction specialist, call 

216.444.5725. 

What you should 
know about breast 
reconstruction.

Andrea Moreira, MD
Breast Reconstruction

Cleveland Clinic main campus

Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center

at Hillcrest Hospital 

Beachwood Family Health

and Surgery Center

Raymond Isakov, MD
Breast Reconstruction

Cleveland Clinic main campus

Beachwood and Twinsburg

family health centers

Graham Schwarz, MD
Breast Reconstruction

Cleveland Clinic main campus

Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center

at Hillcrest Hospital

Ashley Simpson, DO
Breast Surgeon
Cleveland Clinic  

South Pointe Hospital

advantage of the receptors’ presence, either by using 

an anti-estrogen drug (such as tamoxifen) that blocks 

the receptors and jams estrogen’s growth signal, or by  

using aromatase inhibitors (such as anastrazole, 

letrozole or exemestane) which lower your body’s 

estrogen levels to deprive the cancer cells of fuel. 

Patients may be advised to take anti-estrogen pills for 

as long as 5 to 10 years.

• ER/PR-negative tumors, which are more aggressive, 

lack receptors, so anti-estrogen pills don’t work. 

Chemotherapy is generally the preferred treatment.

7. What is my HER2 status?
HER2 – human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 – 

is another type of growth signal receptor which may be 

present on your breast cancer cells. About 25 percent of 

breast cancers are HER2-positive.

HER2-positive cancers are a mix of good and bad 

news. The bad news is the tumors tend to grow more 

aggressively than those without the HER2 receptor. The 

good news is that targeted medicines can switch the 

HER2 growth receptor off. 

Drugs such as trastuzumab are extremely effective at 

this and have dramatically improved the prognosis for 

HER2-positive patients. Treatment outcomes are now as 

good as those with HER2-negative tumors.

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Radford,  

Dr. Simpson, or another Cleveland Clinic cancer 

specialist, call 216.444.HOPE. 
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In 2014, more than 1.6 million Americans will be newly diagnosed with cancer. Approximately 40 percent 

of Americans have a possibility of developing cancer in their lifetime. The American Institute for Cancer 

Research (AICR) identifies the following as the most well-established risk factors: 

• Obesity
• Insufficient physical activity

• Diets low in vegetables and fruits

• Alcohol consumption

• Diets high in red meat

• Diets high in cured meats (meat preserved by salt, 

nitrates, nitrites or sugar)

To reduce your cancer risk, consider following these recommendations:

• Maintain your ideal body weight. Obesity is the most preventable cause of death in our society, and 

leads to more than 120,000 cases of cancer in the U.S. each year. Yet 7 in 10 Americans are currently 

overweight or obese. Try to be physically active for at least 30 minutes every day and eat smart. 

• Vary your daily diet. Eat in moderation with a wide variety of food choices. 

• Eat 5 to 9 servings of a combination of fruits and vegetables per day. A good rule of thumb is to ‘eat 

the rainbow’ – at least three different colors of fruits and vegetables each day. The different bioactive 

ingredients in the pigment of fruits and vegetables may reduce cancer risks.

 • Eat food that is high in dietary fiber. High-fiber foods include fruits, whole grains, legumes (beans) and 

vegetables. High-fiber diets are associated with a decreased risk of colon cancer. Nuts, in small portions, 

are also a good source of fiber.

• If you smoke, STOP. Smoking is the most preventable cause of cancer in our society. 

• Limit the amount of alcohol that you drink. If consumed at all, limit alcoholic drinks to two per day for 

men and one per day for women. One drink equals 12 ounces of beer, five ounces of wine or 1.5 ounces 

of hard liquor.
• Limit your consumption of red meats and salt. Eat red meats (beef, pork, lamb) in moderation and avoid 

cured, smoked, and nitrite-preserved meats and foods. Processed and convenient foods and restaurant 

foods are typically very high in salt as well. More than 75 percent of the salt in a typical American diet 

comes from processed, convenience and restaurant food, not the salt shaker!

• Avoid sugary drinks and energy dense foods. Limit your consumption of soda, juice and sweet tea as well 

as fast foods and pastries.

To achieve these recommendations, try the following:

• Exercise with a friend

• Keep a record of your dietary habits and exercise program

• Make small changes in your diet over time

• Stay informed of new dietary guidelines for cancer prevention

• Reward yourself periodically (with a non-food item!)

Diet, nutrition, and 
healthy lifestyle help 
reduce cancer risk.

Broccoli Salad

Sure, salads are good for you, but it’s easy to get tired of having the same garden salad every day. 

Try this colorful recipe to mix things up; it showcases omega-3 fatty acids and antioxidants, which 

support good eye health. The orange juice dressing lends sweetness to the salad, while the broccoli and 

sunflower seeds create texture for a recipe sure to please the whole family.

Makes 4 servings; Each serving is ¾ cup

Calories 170

Calories from fat 110

Total fat 12g

Saturated fat 1.5g

Trans fat 0g

Cholesterol 0mg

Sodium 60mg

Total carbohydrate 13g

Dietary fiber 3g

Sugars 6g

Protein 4g

© 2014 Cleveland Clinic

BREAST Practices

You have the power to stay ahead of breast cancer.  

Early detection is a life-saver. Follow these guidelines  

to reduce your breast cancer risks. 

How to do your monthly self-exam

THREE WAYS TO REDUCE YOUR RISKS

1

2
3

Perform monthly breast self-exams

• Starting at age 20 

• 7 to 10 days after your period

• At the same time every month if you do not  

have periods anymore

Have a clinical breast exam with a physician

• Every 3 years (at least) starting at age 20 

• Annually after age 40

Have annual screening mammograms 

•	Have	your	first	by	age	40

•	Consult	with	a	medical	professional	ab
out	when	to	

begin	if	you	have	a	family	history	of	brea
st	cancer

THREE WAYS TO PERFORM  

A BREAST SELF-EXAM

IN THE SHOWER OR TUB

• With hands wet and soapy, place  

your left hand on your hip or raise  

your left arm 

• Feel your armpit for lumps

•	Feel	above	and	below	your	collarbone

•	With	the	flattened	fingertips	of	your	 

right	hand,	feel	every	part	of	your	left	bre
ast	 

for lumps or skin thickening

•	Repeat	this	process	on	the	other	breas
t

IN FRONT OF THE MIRROR 

Inspect	breasts	in	four	positions	as	follow
s:	

•	One	—	with	arms	raised	above	 

your head

• Two — with arms at your side

• Three — with hands on your hips 

• Four — with hands on your hips  

bending	forward	

• Tighten your chest muscles and look for lumps,  

dimples, sores, skin discoloration, or changes in nipple 

direction or appearance.

LYING DOWN 

•	With	a	pillow	(or	towel)	beneath	 

your shoulder, rest your left hand  

behind	your	head	

•	Place	the	flattened	fingers	of	 

your	right	hand	on	your	left	breast	

•	Press	firmly	in	small	circles,	starting	 

at the outermost edge and moving in toward the nipple

•	Examine	your	entire	breast

•	Gently	squeeze	the	nipple	and	observe
	for	discharge

•	Repeat	this	process	on	the	other	breas
t

BREAST CANCER WARNING SIGNS

• A lump, hardness or thickening

• Swelling, warmth, redness or change in color

• A change in size or shape

• Dimpling or puckering of the skin

• An itchy, scaly sore or rash on the nipple

• Pulling in of the nipple or other parts  

of	the	breast

• Nipple discharge

• New pain in one spot that does not go away

SEE YOUR DOCTOR IF YOU NOTICE ANY  

OF THESE CHANGES IN YOUR BREASTS. 

 clevelandclinic.org/HealthEssentials

Source: Cleveland Clinic Breast Center at clevelandclinic.org/breast
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Ingredients for salad:

1 c broccoli florets

1/4 c chopped red onion

1 c shredded carrot

1/4 c chopped red bell pepper

3 tbsp sunflower seeds (unsalted)

1/3 c chopped walnuts

1/2 c mandarin oranges, canned in juice

Ingredients for dressing:

1 tsp minced garlic

1 tsp Dijon mustard

1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1/4 c orange juice

Black pepper, to taste

Directions:
 Combine carrot, broccoli, onion, bell pepper, sunflower seeds, walnuts, and oranges in a large bowl.

 In a separate bowl, whisk together dressing ingredients.

 Pour dressing into salad. Mix well. Let chill for at least 1 hour to let flavors combine. Serve chilled.
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It’s a Journey
“It’s a journey,” says Chrissy 
Candow regarding cancer treatment . 
“Everyone has a family member 
or friend who has had a cancer 
diagnosis .” Chrissy wanted to thank 
Dr . Spiro, who treated her eight 
years ago, by helping others on their 
journey . She donated 50 gift bags 
that were purchased by her family 
and members of the community and 
stuffed them with comfort items to 
help with chemotherapy treatments . 
The items included a puzzle book to 
pass the time, mints, tissues, ginger 
tea, lip balm and lotion . The bags 
were bicycle-themed to depict a 
journey and also forward momentum 
to reaching the goal of finishing 
treatment . Chrissy gave the gift bags 
to Dr . Spiro and the social workers 
at the Cancer Center to disperse to 
patients who might need some extra 
encouragement from the community .

Megan Nelson, BSN, RN, OCN received the Environment 
of Healing Enterprise Award at the Intercontinental Hotel 
on September 20, 2016

Megan shows concern that the 
environment at Cleveland Clinic Cancer 
Center at Fairview Hospital remains 
positive, calm and celebratory of life’s 
events and changes of season . She knows 
that a healing environment is an important 
component to holistic cancer care . Megan 
was influential in obtaining the small 
bells and graduation diplomas for patients 
finishing chemotherapy treatments. She 
celebrates the seasons at the Cancer 

Center with small treats at Halloween, 
Christmas in both July and December, 
and spring baseball opening . She watches 
wait times and communicates reasons to 
the patients . She takes initiative to convey 
patient concerns to the their physician, 
social worker or dietician to meet the 
patients’ needs . Megan has a special gift 
for advocating for the needs of the patient .  
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Survivorship Program

Clinical trials
While the national average for 
participation in clinical trials is 
approximately 5 percent, the Cancer 
Research program boasts a high  
rate of clinical trials participation 
of 12 percent during 2015 . The 
program offers state-of-the-art 
treatment which is a major focus . 
Clinical trials are in conjunction 
with Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center . 
Currently, there are Cooperative Group 
trials as well as Investigator Initiated 
and Industry Sponsored trials . The 
Cooperative Groups we work with are 
SWOG, ECOG, CALGB and NRG . In 
collaboration with these nationwide 
cooperative groups, we are able to 
bring the most up-to-date treatment 
options and research to our patients . 
The center offers research in the areas 
of treatment, symptom management, 

The Cancer Survivorship Program at the Cleveland 
Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital continues 
to provide high quality, comprehensive cancer 
care following active treatment . This survivorship 
focused care program meets standards set forth 
by COC and NAPBC . The program provides 
a variety of services and is coordinated by an 
Advanced Practice Nurse in collaboration with 
cancer center nursing and medical staff, social 
work, rehabilitation, dietary, clergy and various 
community agencies .

Services and programs include:
• Providing a treatment summary document and 

survivorship visit to appropriate patients
• Survivorship visit individualized to diagnosis 

and model; either Shared Medical Appointment 
or Individual appointment 

• Comprehensive upper and lower lymphedema 
assessment, education and monitoring 
program

• Healthy eating and weight management 
counseling

• Cancer rehabilitation therapies
• Individualized exercise program;  

“Fitness Forward”
• Individualized wellness coaching 
• Psychological and social support through 

counseling and support groups
• Oncofertility education, counseling and 

referral process
• Young adult education and navigation 

program 
• Cancer survivorship education 

community outreach program 

These services and programs provide 
our patients the education, support 
and resources necessary for a healthy 
survivorship following active cancer 
treatment .

Cancer Clinical Trials Accruals
14%

12%

10%

8%

6%

4%

2%

0
Fairview National*

12%

5%

screening and prevention . Clinical trials 
are offered to patients with many different 
disease states including breast, colon, 
lung, prostate, ovarian, head and neck, 
lymphoma, myeloma and pancreas . 

* Based on 2015 data from cancer .net .
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Oncology Social Work support is available to all our cancer 
patients . This support is provided through individual 
counseling, crisis intervention, and referral to community 
resources, educational or group supports . These 
interventions are focused on helping people cope with the 
medical, emotional, and social problems they encounter at 
different points in the cancer experience . In addition, our 
Oncology Social Workers help people navigate the health 
care system and find support to manage the day-to-day 
challenges of living with cancer . We are proud to have an 
Oncology Social Work staff that has a passion for making a 
difference in our patients’ lives .

Patients with cancer frequently express a sense of 
isolation and a feeling of being unprepared for coping 
with this unexpected crisis in their lives . By attending 
a support group they are able to meet others in similar 
circumstances, to share methods of coping, learn more 
about issues and concerns related to their cancer, and to 
develop new relationships at a time of perceived isolation . 
We offer numerous support group opportunities for patients 
and loved ones as well. Our monthly disease specific 
groups include:

• Blood Cancers
• Gynecological Cancers 
• Oral, Head and Neck 

Cancers
• Prostate Cancer
• Cancer of the Larynx

A monthly Art Therapy Experience and a bi-monthly Music 
Therapy Experience help round out our programming . 
These programs have both been well received and 
attended . These are cooperative efforts with Cleveland 
Clinic Cancer Center . 

We have a cooperative relationship with The Gathering 
Place, a local non-profit support organization that has 
coordinated numerous joint educational and supportive 
events for cancer patients and loved ones in northeast 
Ohio . Each year these efforts reach several hundred 
patients and family members . This past year, special all 
day events were planned for those coping with Prostate 
Cancer and Oral, Head and Neck Cancers .

We also work cooperatively with several national cancer 
non-profit organizations to provide supportive opportunities 
for our patients:

• The American Cancer Society 
• The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Psychosocial Services Program

• SPOHNC (Support for Oral, Head and Neck Cancer 
Patients)

We support our local chapter of The Leukemia Lymphoma 
Society each year by helping with the planning and 
preparation of an all-day educational/support program 
for patients and loved ones . Several staff members did 
presentations this year . 

Music Therapy group

Art Therapy is available to patients.
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Support Group Social Worker
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Medical Oncology

Women’s Health Institute
Gynecological Oncology

Mariam AlHilli, MD 
Ovarian cancer, endometrial 
cancer, cervical cancer, 
vulvar cancer, hereditary 
gynecologic cancers

Jason Knight, MD
Cervical Cancer, Endometrial 
Cancer, Fibroid Tumor, 
Ovarian Cancer, Vaginal 
Cancer, Gynecologic 
Oncology, Laparoscopic 
Gynecologic Cancer Surgery

Taussig Cancer Institute

Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital

Hamed Daw, MD
Hematology and oncology, 
lymphoma, breast and colon 
cancers

Donald Eicher, MD
Breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, lung cancer, 
lymphoma

Abdo Haddad, MD
Hematology and oncology, 
cancer in the elderly, breast 
and lung cancers

Kevin Kerwin, MD
Hematology and general 
oncology

Seema Misbah, MD
Hematology and oncology, 
breast cancer

Timothy Spiro, MD
Chairman, Regional 
Oncology 
Hematology and oncology, 
melanoma and colorectal 
cancer

Radiation Oncology

Haider Mahdi, MD 
Ovarian cancer, endometrial 
cancer, cervical cancer 

Peter Rose, MD
Cervical, endometrial, 
ovarian, uterine, vaginal 
and vulvar cancers; robotic 
surgery and minimally 
invasive surgery in 
gynecology

Margaret Kranyak, MD
Breast cancer, head and 
neck cancer, prostate 
cancer, including 
brachytherapy

Anthony Mastroianni, MD
Breast cancer, lung 
cancer, prostate cancer

Michael Weller, MD
Breast cancer, lung 
cancer, prostate 
cancer, gastrointestinal 
malignancies, quality 
of life
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Glickman Urological & Kidney Institute

Shih-Chieh  
Jeff Chueh, MD, PhD
Laparoscopic and robotic 
surgery, urologic cancers 
(kidney, ureter, prostate, 
bladder, testes), cryotherapy, 
adrenal tumor surgery

Digestive Disease & Surgery Institute
Breast Surgery

Mita Patel, MD
Breast surgery, breast 
cancer

Rajan Ramanathan, MD
Laparoscopic and robotic 
surgery, urologic cancers 
(kidney, ureter, prostate, 
bladder, testes), cryotherapy, 
adrenal tumor surgery

Anthony Avallone, MD
Adrenal tumors, 
adrenocortical carcinoma, 
benign prostate enlargement 
(BPH), benign prostate 
surgery 

Urology/Urologic Oncology

Debra Pratt, MD
Breast surgery 

Andrew Smith, MD 
Breast surgery
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