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CLEVELAND CLINIC SURGEONS PERFORM  
NATION’S FIRST NEAR-TOTAL FACE TRANSPLANT 

Surgery Largest, Most Complex of Its Kind;  
80 Percent of Trauma Patient’s Face Transplanted  

 
Editors Note: Reporters can listen in on the press conference live by calling  
866-505-5836 in the U.S. and Canada or 702-696-4551 internationally. 
(Conference ID:78499125) Phone lines open at 12:45 p.m. EST, Wednesday,  
Dec. 17. The press conference begins at 1 p.m. EST.  

 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2008, Cleveland: A multi-disciplinary team of doctors and 
surgeons at Cleveland Clinic recently performed the first near-total face transplant in the 
United States. 
 
In a 22-hour procedure performed within the past two weeks, surgeons transplanted 80 
percent of a woman’s face who suffered severe facial trauma – essentially replacing her 
entire face, except for her upper eyelids, forehead, lower lip and chin. For the privacy and 
protection of those involved, no information will be released on the patient, the donor or 
their families. (A written statement from the patient’s sibling is available at 
www.clevelandclinic.org/face.) 
 
This is the largest and most complex face transplant in the world, integrating different  
functional components such as nose and lower eyelids, as well as different tissue types 
including, skin, muscles, bony structures, arteries, veins and nerves. 
 
“This work demonstrates the Cleveland Clinic’s commitment to improving the lives of 
patients through innovation,” said Delos M. “Toby” Cosgrove, M.D., President and CEO, 
Cleveland Clinic. “By advancing scientific research in microsurgery and transplantation, 
Cleveland Clinic is setting new standards of care. I’m extremely proud of the team who 
worked tirelessly to make a difference in this patient’s life.” 
 
The transplant team was led by Maria Siemionow, M.D., Ph.D., Director of Plastic  
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Surgery Research and Head of Microsurgery Training, who received worldwide attention 
in November 2004 when the Clinic’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) announced that 
face transplantation is both ethical and possible by approving the first protocol for the 
surgery. Siemionow, a highly regarded scientist, has dedicated her professional life to 
researching and developing the methods doctors could use to substantially help patients 
with severe facial disfiguration.     
 
 “As a physician, one of the most rewarding things we can do is to restore the quality of 
life to a patient,” said Siemionow (pronounced  “SEMM-ih-nof”). “Patients with facial 
disfigurement have very difficult challenges in society. We hope that one day we may be 
able to help the tens of thousands of patients who are quietly suffering.” 
 
Frank A. Papay, M.D., Chairman of the Dermatology and Plastic Surgery Institute, said 
the surgery was made possible because of the multi-disciplinary team involved. “This 
work started with a medical team that had an extraordinary vision for what could be 
possible for patients who have suffered severe trauma to their faces. Cleveland Clinic’s 
team has worked together to take that vision and make it a reality,” Papay said. “In the 
end, we’re all here for our patients to make their lives better.” 
 
Cleveland Clinic Dermatology and Plastic Surgery Institute led the face transplant 
surgery, partnering with the Cleveland Clinic Head & Neck Institute. Staff members from 
psychology/psychiatry, bioethics, social work, anesthesia, transplant, nursing, infectious 
disease, dentistry, ophthalmology, pharmacy, environmental services and security were 
also significantly involved. 
 
The team included: 

• Maria Siemionow, M.D., Ph.D., Director of Plastic Surgery Research; Head of 
Microsurgery Training 

• Frank A. Papay, M.D., Chairman of the Dermatology and Plastic Surgery Institute 
• Daniel S. Alam, M.D., Facial Plastic Surgeon 
• Risal Djohan, M.D., Plastic Surgeon 
• Steven L. Bernard, M.D., Plastic Surgeon 
• Mark Hendrickson, M.D., Head of Hand Surgery 
• Robert F. Lohman, M.D., Plastic Surgeon 
• John J. Fung, M.D., Ph.D., Chairman of the Department of General Surgery; 

Director of the Transplant Center 
• Bijan Eghtesad, M.D., Staff Surgeon in the Departments of General Surgery and 

Transplantation 
• Chad Gordon, D.O., Fellow in the Department of Plastic Surgery 

 
For information about the doctors’ industry relationships, go to the Cleveland Clinic Web 
site and click on Find A Doctor to review each doctor’s profile. 
 
Press kits are available online at www.clevelandclinic.org/face. 
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About Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland Clinic, located in Cleveland, Ohio, is a not-for-profit multispecialty academic 
medical center that integrates clinical and hospital care with research and education.  
Cleveland Clinic was founded in 1921 by four renowned physicians with a vision of 
providing outstanding patient care based upon the principles of cooperation, compassion  
and innovation. U.S. News & World Report consistently names Cleveland Clinic as one 
of the nation’s best hospitals in its annual “America’s Best Hospitals” survey. 
Approximately 1,800 full-time salaried physicians and researchers at Cleveland Clinic 
and Cleveland Clinic Florida represent more than 100 medical specialties and 
subspecialties. In 2007, there were 3.5 million outpatient visits to Cleveland Clinic and 
50,455 hospital admissions. Patients came for treatment from every state and from more 
than 80 countries. Cleveland Clinic’s Web site address is www.clevelandclinic.org. 
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